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Audubon United Methodist Church 
314 Graisbury Avenue, Audubon, NJ  08106 

www.audubonumc.com    856-547-6114 

                            November, 2017 Newsletter 

Sunday Worship Opportunities: 

9:00 A.M.   Contemporary Service 

9:00 A.M.   Sunday School for all ages 

10:30 A.M. Traditional Service 

From the Pastor:  

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 

in Christ Jesus for you.” 1 Thess. 5:18 

The Apostle Paul has given us a tall order here.  We 

are supposed to give thanks always.  Well, to be 

honest, there are times in our lives when it’s 

difficult to be thankful.  Disappointment, health 

issues, the loss of someone close to you, setbacks at 

work or in organizations we are part of, even the 

world around us can make Paul’s command a real 

challenge.  I have to admit there have been times 

lately when I have struggled to be thankful. As I see 

it we are not given any other option than 

thankfulness. So why would Paul say such a thing? 

First, he says it is the “will of God for you in Christ 

Jesus.”  God’s will? Yep. We can strain at God’s 

will like a puppy on a leash or we can submit to it.  

Sure, some of the things God calls us to do are hard.  

Remember, you don’t have to do it alone. If God 

calls you, He will enable you.  Anyway, I have 

found from personal experience it is easier to obey 

God and do difficult things than resist His will and 

be frustrated. 

Second, if we dwell on those thankless 

circumstances, the triple threat of disappointment, 

despair and defeat will overwhelm our lives. Paul 

says in Philippians 4:8 “Finally, beloved, whatever 

is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 

whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence and if there 

is anything worthy of praise, think about these 

things.”  The Apostle isn’t whistling in the dark 

here.  He has been in the dark place and gotten out. 

One of my favorite quotes comes my personal hero, 

Theodore Roosevelt. Most people know our 26
th

 

President as a great leader, hero, soldier, statesman, 

 (The pastor’s message is continued on page 3) 

Our Doors are always open! 
Our Church Building is Handicap 

Accessible.  Elevator access to the 

sanctuary and the lower level can be 

found on the Graisbury Ave. 

side entrance. Handicapped 

parking is available on 

Graisbury and also in the 

rear of the church house. 

The November Newsletter is sponsored by Janet 

Kirsche in loving memory of her husband George, 

parents Mr. and Mrs. Harold Lee and brother, 

Harold Lee, Jr. 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 
Nov.  6   Men’s Group  7 PM at Arcaini’s 

Nov. 12  Church Council  7:30 PM Conover Parlor 

Nov. 15  Deadline for December Newsletter–send 

             to Marilyn Radley at smradley@verizon.net  

Nov. 18  Church Conference 9:45 AM- 12:45 PM at  

               the First Korean Church in Cherry Hill 

Nov. 20  Trustees meeting  

Nov. 22 Thanksgiving Service 7:30 PM at Logan  

Dec. 2    Church Bazaar  9 AM – 2 PM 

Dec. 10    Live Nativity 

Weekly Meetings: 
Mondays:  Men’s Group 7 PM  

                   Seekers (7-8 P.M.) Conover Parlor 

                   AA (7:30-8:30 P.M.) Adult Assembly  

Wednesdays: Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:00-9 PM 

Thursdays:  Bible Study at the parsonage 

Church Office Hours  

Monday & Wed. 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 

Friday   10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

Weekly Memory Verse 

Please take time to learn these verses so we will 

always have God’s Word hidden in our hearts that 

we may easily call upon Him.   

Nov. 5:  Jeremiah 29:11-13 

Nov. 12:  Matt. 11:28-29 

Nov. 19:  Philippians 4:19 

Nov. 26:  Ephesians 2:8-9 

Let’s take up the challenge! 
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A Stewardship Moment 
“Working Together — Celebrating God’s Good 

Gifts”   

It takes many hands — working together — to 

accomplish all that takes place in a church like 

Audubon United Methodist Church. Some of those 

“hands” are highly visible as they lead worship 

services, usher, teach Sunday school classes, or 

participate in musical presentations. Others are not 

seen as much as they labor behind the scenes in the 

nursery, cleaning the building, serving on 

committees, or in many other ways.  

That is true of all types of organizations, but what 

sets the church apart — especially a church like 

Audubon United Methodist Church — is that we are 

not just working by ourselves and for ourselves. We 

are working together hand in hand with Almighty 

God. As Annie Johnson Flint wrote, “Christ has no 

hands but our hands to do His work today.” 

What we are doing, whether it is one of the highly 

visible functions or one of the behind-the-scenes 

tasks, we are doing for God’s glory. We are “God’s 

fellow workers.” We are truly working together 

with God! And as we do so, we have the 

opportunity to celebrate God’s good gifts to us.  

As God’s children, sometimes our emphasis is on 

things like food, clothing, shelter, crops, and a land 

which brings forth His bounty in abundance. As we 

benefit from God’s good gifts like these and many 

others, our response should be one of thanksgiving 

and gratitude to Him.  

But God’s good gifts are also spiritual in nature. For 

example, God gave the gift of His Son, the Lord 

Jesus Christ, to be our Savior. Without doubt, this is 

the greatest gift of all! God gives the gift of faith so 

that people can trust Christ for salvation. God gives 

the gift of grace, which is an expression of His 

unconditional love towards us. God gives the gift of 

wisdom to those who ask Him. God gives the Holy 

Spirit to us to help us in our Christian lives and in 

our praying. God gives spiritual gifts which enable 

us to serve Him and to minister to others. He even 

provides as special gifts the people who work in His 

kingdom as pastors, teachers, and missionaries. 

Perhaps the gifts of God are best summarized in 

James 1:17. Every good endowment and every 

perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 

Father of lights with whom there is no variation or 

shadow due to change. 

Think about it: Every good gift is from God. All He 

requires of us, His children, is that we diligently 

follow Him with the full expectation and confidence 

that He will reward our faithful obedience. 

Obedience has been defined as doing what God 

says, when God says, with the right heart attitude. A 

spirit of willing obedience is essential as we seek to 

use the time, talents and treasure that God has 

entrusted to us for God’s glory and for the good of 

other people. So is a willingness to listen to God. 

Max Lucado wrote: 

Once there was a man who dared God to speak. 

“Burn the bush like you did for Moses, God, and I 

will follow. Collapse the walls like you did for 

Joshua, God, and I will follow. Still the waves like 

you did on Galilee, God, and I will follow.” 

And so the man sat by a bush, near a wall, close to 

the sea, and waited for God to speak. 

And God heard the man, so God answered. He sent 

a fire, not for a bush, but for a church. He brought 

down a wall, not of brick, but of sin. He stilled a 

storm, not of the sea, but of a soul. 

And God waited for the man to respond. And He 

waited . . . and waited. 

But because the man was looking at bushes, not 

hearts; bricks, and not lives; seas, and not souls, he 

decided that God had done nothing. 

Finally, he looked to God and asked, “Have you 

lost your power?” 

And God looked at him and said, “Have you lost 

your hearing?” 

What is your response to God’s good gifts? As one 

who is “working together” with God and listening 

to God, will you make a fresh commitment to use 

the time, talents and treasure you have received 

from Him in an even greater way in 2018? 

“. . . we are God’s fellow workers.“ (1 Cor. 3:9) 

We will continue to accept 

donations for Hurricane Relief.  

100% of your donation will help the 

victims. Make checks payable to 

Audubon United Methodist Church, marked 

“Hurricane Relief”.  Your donations will be sent 

through our church to UMCOR (the United 

Methodist Committee on Relief.) 
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Bible Study continues at the parsonage  

Anne Simpson will be leading the adult 

study group.  It will meet Sunday 

mornings at 9 AM downstairs and 

Thursday evenings at 7 PM in the 

parsonage. 

“God called David "a man after his own heart." But what did 

he see in this shepherd and king who fell short as often as he 

stood tall? Lucado's study shows how God triumphs in our 

circumstances. So load your slingshot with five stones --past, 

prayer, priority, passion, and persistence---and get ready to 

conquer with God's help!” 

Men’s Group will meet at the 

Arcaini’s 137 Chestnut St. on 

November 6 at 7 PM. All men are 

welcome! 

Christmas Bazaar Saturday December 2 

Already in some stores, we're 

beginning to see evidence of 

another Christmas season 

approaching.  The  Victorious 

Women of our church are 

starting to plan ahead for the annual Christmas 

Bazaar.  The date is set for Saturday, December 2nd 

from 9 A.M. to 2 P.M.  You can help out by 

donating any gently used items like, bric a brac and 

household items, tools, toys, books, jewelry, purses 

and small appliances.  No clothing please.  You can 

place these items in the storage room, located on the 

side of the adult assembly room downstairs.  The 

cutoff date for accepting items will be Sunday, 

November 19th.  So get busy cleaning out your 

attic and closets.   

As in the past, we will also have those homemade 

goodies, a cafe', handmade crafts, ready-made gift 

baskets, and outside vendors. 

Stay tuned for more information to follow during 

the coming weeks.   

Contacts are CJ Fennimore 856-313-0594, Cheryl 

Laxton 856-546-6427 or Lois Reiter 856-546-6278 

Photos please  
We are creating an album of photos 

of events at AUMC from long ago to 

not so long ago.  If you have any you 

would like to share, please contact Barb Cunane. 

Community Thanksgiving Service 

Wed. November 22
nd

 at 7:30 PM.  

Logan Memorial Presbyterian Church 

(Continued - pastor’s message from page 1)  
and committed Christian. He was awarded both the 

Medal of Honor and the Nobel Peace Prize. But as a 

young man TR experienced a terrible time of loss 

and depression when he lost both his mother and his 

wife in less than 24 hours.  In the midst of this 

tragedy, TR left public life, travelled out West and 

became a cowboy!  He eventually worked himself 

back to a good place. Looking back on his journey 

he said “There is not one among us in whom a devil 

does not dwell; at some time, on some point, that 

devil masters each of us... It is not having been in 

the Dark House, but having left it, that counts.” 

Having faced is “Dark House” Roosevelt went on to 

become the man we honor on Mount Rushmore.  

Listen to Paul. Follow TR’s example. Don’t be 

brought low by those things which rob us of joy and 

thankfulness.  Focus on the positive and on God’s 

saving grace to you. Thank God for how He brings 

you though the “Valley of the Shadow of Death” to 

victory. 

Thanksgiving is coming. But you don’t have to 

wait. Give thanks now even if you aren’t felling 

very thankful; especially if you aren’t feeling very 

thankful. Trust in the Lord. Look to him. Look for 

the great things God is doing and rejoice. Be part of 

it. Facing perhaps the greatest challenge of his life, 

Theodore Roosevelt decided to run for president 

again in 1912, four years after he left office. His 

own party, the Republicans, rejected him. The 

Democrats hated him. So, he formed his own 

Progressive Party (the Bull Moose Party) and ran 

against all of them. Facing terrible odds TR charged 

ahead in his usual vibrant, enthusiastic style.  He 

proudly proclaimed, “We stand at Armageddon and 

we battle for the Lord!”  Amen!    

Pastor WaltPastor WaltPastor WaltPastor Walt 

Blessing Tree  

It is our ongoing tradition to help those in 

our own neighborhoods during the 

Christmas season.  As you may know, 

many families have trouble providing 

basic necessities for their members, let 

alone Christmas gifts.  Please look over 

the tree when it goes up and take an ornament or 

two so we can help our neighbors have a brighter, 

worry-free Christmas.  If you have any questions or 

wish to help with this mission please see 

Linda Holonia. 
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Mission News by Bruce Krout 

Below is a portion of the September newsletter from 

David and Kathy Mannon.  The news is so 

promising I wanted you to read it.  God is good!  

“Meeting New Friends Who Need a Savior God has 

called us to build relationships in which the love 

and truth of Christ is shared in a humble, gracious 

way that makes 

the Gospel 

attractive to 

people who have 

never encountered 

it. Last month, we 

had the pleasure 

of serving about 

100 incoming 

students through our airport pickup ministry. What 

makes this ministry possible is the hard work of 

dozens of volunteers. They greet the students at 

Newark airport with a warm smile and a welcome 

gift, no matter what time of day or night they arrive. 

This year, we were blessed to have 18 new 

volunteers join us for this unique opportunity to 

show hospitality to students from China and India. 

Many of the volunteers also help students with their 

transition to life at Rutgers by taking them 

shopping. These shopping trips become bonding 

experiences that lead to many lasting friendships. I 

had the chance to go shopping with A and H when 

they needed to buy mattresses for their new 

apartment. That's when I was able to learn more 

about them. For example, I learned that A is a fan of 

Metallica and I found out that H has a sister back in 

India who she misses very much. Earlier this month, 

we invited students to a Welcome Picnic at a local 

church. We had a great time meeting new students, 

playing games and sharing about the cultural and 

friendship activities we have planned for the 

semester. At the picnic, I reconnected with K, who I 

had picked up from the airport. He comes from a 

Hindu family but has shown a lot of interest in 

exploring the teachings of Jesus. It's through these 

kinds of relationships that we trust God's Spirit to 

direct conversations and open hearts to friendship 

with Jesus Christ.  

We have already started one new Discovery Bible 

Study and we hope to start more in the coming 

weeks. We request prayer for a group of four 

students from India with whom we hope to start a 

study this weekend.” 

To support David and Kathy Mannon of 

International Students Inc. go to the following site:   

isionline.org/Home/DavidMannon.aspx 

Sharing God’s word and love, however we can, is 

our mission. 

We are looking for a few friendly people! 

If you can smile and say “Good Morning!” to 

people as they come into church, you qualify!  You 

need to arrive 15 minutes prior to 

the service, stand at the doors and 

greet people as they come in.  If you 

attend the first service, perhaps you 

would be willing to stay and greet 

people for the second service.  Your simple act of 

service can brighten a person’s whole day.  If you 

are interested, please call the office at 856-547-6114 

or call Barbara Cunane at 856-752-0850. 

Ushers needed…Men and Women to serve 

as ushers.  Could you spare a few minutes before 

the traditional worship each Sunday for 4 month of 

the year (not consecutive)?  Please contact Chris 

Fitzgerald or the office if you are interested. 

Wish List  
In years past AUMC has 

compiled a Wish List of 

projects and items not 

budgeted but needed.  As we now have some needs 

that are not covered in the budget, we are adding 

them to our Wish List.  Our most immediate need is 

a new sound system in the sanctuary.  We have 

several estimates to replace the sound system; we 

just need to fund it.  Many people have legitimately 

complained that they cannot hear what is being said 

from the front of the church.   We hope to replace 

the system before the holidays so that everyone can 

enjoy the Christmas services.  If you feel led to 

donate to this worthy need, please put your donation 

in an envelope marked for that purpose, or send it to 

the office, being sure to indicate its’ purpose and 

your information if you want to claim your gift on 

your income taxes.  Thank you for any support you 

can give to this project. 

Weekly Prayer Circle 

Visit our Prayer Room when the 

room is open between worship 

services or during church 

activities.  Someone will pray with you if you wish. 
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November Shut-in of the Month    

Edith Ward 

21 Oakland Ave. 

Audubon, NJ  08106 

Keep her in your prayers and let her know she is in 

your thoughts by sending a card. 

Forgot to write that check for Church? 
Electronic giving gives you a convenient way to 

keep up with your intended offerings. Simply 

complete and return the electronic giving 

authorization form to get started which can be found 

in the narthex. 

You can designate your offering to any of the 

following funds and you can choose the weekly, 

semi-monthly or monthly options. 

Tithes & Offerings     Repairs and Maintenance 

Advent Offering     Christmas Offering 

Lenten Offering     Easter Offering 

Thanksgiving Offering   United Methodist Women 

AUMC Walker/Bowen/Betts Scholarship Funds 

If you shop on smile.amazon.com  

and select Audubon UMC, Amazon 

will donate .05% of your eligible 

purchases.   www.smile.amazon.com 

is the same as shopping on www.amazon.com 

Don’t forget to order Gift cards.  Order 

forms are available in the narthex. This 

program gives a percentage of the value 

of the card right back to our church.  Fill 

out the form and return it to Linda with 

your payment.  Don’t see the card you want to order 

on the Family Order Form?  Ask Linda for a master 

list, which is 9 or 10 pages long! Checks are 

payable to the church.  Gift cards are usually 

available the following Sunday. See Linda Holonia 

or email lholonia@yahoo.com 

Help Needed  

Mary Bundick will be losing her housing 

in the next few months.  If you know 

someone who might be renting an apartment, even a 

room, please let the church office know so we can 

assist 

Mary to 

find a 

place to 

live. 

November Birthdays 

4    Coleen Makuszewski 

6    Ef Deal 

11  Francis Makuszewski 

16  Kathy Wade-Akram 

17  Rebekah Barrus 

17  Zabrielle Holloway 

19  Miles Jesuncosky 

19  Norman Lore 

20  Jim Goslin 

20  Eleanor Tucker 

20  Gwen Evans 

24  Karen Holloway-Ofikwu 

25  Richard Burrough 

27  Charlie Kelly 

28 Megan Ryan 

November Anniversaries 

8   Barbara and Bob Kondras 

29 Marilyn and Scott Radley 

November Communion Offering:  

Fellowship House 

Those assisting in our ministries for Nov.:  

Greeters: Diane Stanley and Sue Medora 

Ushers:  Barb and Frank Cunane,  

      Mark VanArnam 

Liturgist:  Carol Tait 

Counters:  Darlene Fitzgerald and Jean Whitely 

Trustee to open and close church:  
Darlene Fitzgerald 

Prayers – Praise – Thanks 

Pray in the spirit at all times and on every occasion.  

Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all 

believers everywhere.   Ephesians 6:18 

Prayer requests from our weekly bulletins 

• Doug J.  • Carol B  • Ruslana’s father  

• Crystal • Mary L.         • Mike & Tyler S. 

• Shannon P. • Caitlyn C.  • Anne and Joe  

• George G • Peg L             • Carol and Bill B.  

• Mary P          • Tom H Sr.     • Susan H   

• Beverly F (Chris’s mother)  • Ron & Samantha F. 

• Paul H 

Our Friends with Special Needs  
• Ginny A.  • Dan A.          • Doris K.  

• Myrtle J.       • Gwen E. • Eleanor T.     

• Edith W.       • Sandy A • Ronnie W.    

• Gerry G. •  Bill R • Joan W 
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College Students to keep in your prayers: 

• Holly F • Zabrielle H     • Emily W  

• Christian R • Becca V  • Ashley S 

• Jake V •Christy S  • Adam C  

• Chris S    • Kevin F    • Tyler S    • Bill Z 

Prayer Card Requests 

• World Gospel Mission ministries and the Crakers 

• International Students ministries and the Mannons 

• Campus Crusade CRU Alex Simpson 

• Pray for our new neighbor—Kid’s Alley--now at  

   Trinity Lutheran Church on White Horse Pike 

• Our servicemen and women:  

  Walter J IV- US Coast Guard, Jim G – NJ 

  Army National Guard, James S -US Army and 

  Madison S US Army, Matt US Army in Europe 

• Praise God for my new apartment  -Helena 

• A miracle for husband Tom with cancer and 

  cirrhosis and needs a transplant; for his Salvation. 

   –Barbara 

• Estelle’s health issues 

• My nephew Matt deployed to Europe - Marge 

• For Josh -Peg K 

• For Ashley to find a good job 

• Nephew Josh with cancer 

• Upcoming knee replacement surgery for Joan 

• William’s renewed search for new employment  

• Ray Thorne’s family on his passing 

• Joyce R recovering from heart cath –Peggy S 

• Brother-in-law Bud with esophageal cancer 

• Norm L health issues 

• Edith W in the hospital 

• A young family’s living conditions 

• Ashley needs to find a good job 

• Jen T traveling to New Brunswick each day-safety 

• Mary B for a new home 

• My cousin, Lindsey for restored health following 

   surgery.   -Barb C 

• Sandy A for her pain and mobility issues. 

• Peace in our nation. 

• William asks for prayers for Tina who has breast 

   cancer and her five-year-old grandson, David,  

   who has leukemia 

Words of thanks and praise: 

• From Sandy Albrecht – for the angels who gave 

  weeks of time to clean out my yard! 

• From the Reich Family – our heartfelt thanks for 

  support through Mia’s illness with meals, prayers 

  and well wishes. 

Prayers for our church 

• Please pray for our church leaders as they make 

  important decisions this winter and spring 

  regarding appointments and for unity concerning 

  the direction of the United Methodist Church. 

• Please pray for upcoming events, including Youth  

  Group, Men’s study group, Midsummer Nights, 

  church picnic and VBS.  

• Please pray that AUMC will continue to grow in  

  spirit and be seen as a beacon in the neighborhood. 

• Please pray for Pastor Walt; for good health,  

  strength, protection, and guidance.   

• Please pray that others will see Jesus’ spirit  

  flowing from us. 

• Please pray that we will each experience a deeper  

  Spiritual walk with the Lord. 

• Please pray that the leaders of AUMC would be  

  led by the spirit to know God’s will for our church. 

• Pray that we can attract more families and others  

  in the area who aren’t attending church elsewhere. 

• Pray that our members can experience unity that  

  comes from the Spirit. 

 

 

Church Staff: 

* Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Walter Jesuncosky, III 

* Admin. Assistant:  Linda Holonia 

* Director of Music:  Mia Reich  

* Organist:  David Reich  

* Pianist:  Jesse Deal    

* Nursery helpers:  Emily W, Maggie B. Lauren F 
       Church Office email : audubonumc@verizon.net 

     Pastor’s email : aumcpastor@verizon.net 
 

 

 Check out our website:   audubonumc.com 

  

 AudubonUMC 
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You are again invited to share in placing one or more poinsettias in our 
sanctuary for the Christmas Season. 
The price is the same as last year - $4.00 per plant. 
We would like to have them in the sanctuary for Sunday, December 17.  
Therefore orders MUST be placed by Sunday, December10... 
You may take you poinsettia home after the Christmas Eve service on 
December 24.   
Please complete the order form below and give it with your payment to the 
church secretary. 

P L E A S E   P R I N T 

Your NameYour NameYour NameYour Name    In In In In MMMMemory Ofemory Ofemory Ofemory Of    In Honor OfIn Honor OfIn Honor OfIn Honor Of    

   

   

   

   

   

 
Signature: __________________________ Amount enclosed: __________ 

 
 

2017 Christmas 
Poinsettias 


