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Audubon United Methodist Church 
314 Graisbury Avenue, Audubon, NJ  08106 

www.audubonumc.com    856-547-6114 

November, 2015 Newsletter 
 

Sunday Worship Opportunities: 

9:00 AM   Contemporary Service 
9:00 AM   Church School for all ages 
10:30 AM Traditional Service 

From the Pastor:       

For the past nine months, I 
have been in involved in the 
Greater NJ Conference’s latest 
program to help churches and 
pastors move ahead… it’s 
called “coaching.”  For me, 
this meant 9 hour-long sessions 
either in person or via internet video meeting where 
my coach (our district superintendent) and I looked 
at areas both personal and professional I wanted to 
address. The “coach approach” is designed to ask 
questions, set goals, and envision what change will 
look like. This is a simplification of the process, but 
it gives you an idea how the programs works.   

As part of my “coaching” I was challenged to come 
up with a statement and some short term goals I 
would like to adopt for our ministry.  This wasn’t a 
“let’s discuss and vote on it thing,” but rather a 
pastor envisioned and directed idea.  Let’s start with 
the statement I came up with for our ministry 
together at AUMC… “All of Christ for All of Our 
Community.”  For me this means we present the full 
message of Christ, not just the parts we like or are 
most comfortable with, but all of what Jesus taught, 
did and stood for.  This includes the message of 
salvation, extending grace and forgiveness to all 
people, caring for the least and the lost, addressing 
issues that, however controversial, require a 
Christian response.  Too many churches and 
Christians limit the power of the gospel by only 
focusing on those aspects of Jesus life and message 
they are comfortable with.  There are times Jesus 
needs to “comfort the afflicted and afflict the 
comfortable!”   
 (The pastor’s message is continued on page 3) 

Our Doors are always open! 
Our Church Building is Handicap 

Accessible.   

Elevator access to the sanctuary 
and the lower level can be  
found on the Graisbury Ave. side entrance.  
Handicapped parking is available on 
Graisbury and also in the rear of the church 
house. 

The November Newsletter is presented by Janet 

Kirsche in memory of her husband George, parents 

Mr. & Mrs. Harold Lee and brother, Harold Lee Jr. 

Meetings and Events 

Nov. 1      Victorious Women luncheon  11:45 am 
Nov. 7      9 AM to clean up the building 
Nov. 10    7:30 PM Church Council-Conover Parlor 
Nov. 11    Veterans Day   
Nov. 14    Narthex Painting Party 
Nov. 15    Deadline for December Newsletter–send 

     to Marilyn Radley smradley@verizon.net     
Nov. 17    7:00 PM Trustees Meeting 
Nov. 22    Food donations for Neighborhood Center 

    -see p. 3  
Nov. 25    Thanksgiving Eve Service- Logan 7:30  
Nov. 26    Thanksgiving Day 

Weekly Meetings: 

Mondays:  Seekers (7-8 PM) Conover Parlor 

                   Men’s Prayer Group 7 PM at the Arcaini’s 
      AA (7:30-8:30 PM) Adult Assembly Room 

Wednesdays:  Chancel Choir rehearsals 7:30 PM 

Sundays:    Young Adult Bible Study 5:30 PM 

                            Downstairs Lounge  

Church Office Hours  

Monday & Wed. 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Friday   10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Call to Worship! 
On Sunday mornings at 10:25 AM, listen for our 

church bell sounding across our 
community announcing that Audubon 
United Methodist Church is open to all 
to come and fellowship with us.
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Supper Club meets on Wednesdays 

The theme is The Call: The Life and 

Message of the Apostle Paul by 
Adam Hamilton. Join us at 6:00 PM 
in Fellowship Hall.  Pot Luck dinner 
- bring a dish to share.   
Everyone is welcome 

Thank you! 
I wanted to thank everyone who came out and 
supported the Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night on October 
6th.   $105 was raised to be contributed to the fund 
to help with legal fees to get Anastasia back home. 

The continued prayers and support 
have been SO appreciated during 
this difficult time. Thank you - 
each and every one of you - so 

many of you have been praying, donating, sharing 
the story, etc. and it means so much to me and my 
family.  Sincerely, Rebekah Barrus  
https://www.gofundme.com/wk36x6g3 

Continue to help though “Local Benevolence” 

We are continuing to accept donations toward 
Rebekah's legal fees.  She was awarded custody of 
Ana by court order this summer.  However, when 
Ana was due to come home, her father would not 
allow her to come home and made some FALSE 
allegations of abuse, which prompted the court to 
give him an emergency order of custody.  Now 
Rebekah must fight this battle in court once again. 
Neither she nor her family has the funds to retain an 
attorney, so your donations and prayers are 
desperately needed and appreciated.   If you have 
questions about the situation feel free to talk to 
Rebekah.  If you have questions about donations 
please talk to Carol Tait or Pastor Walt.  To make a 
donation, send or drop it off to the church office or 
put it in an envelope in the offering plate with the 
words “local Benevolence-RHB.”  The church will 
pay the lawyer directly.  Please help us bring 
Anastasia home. 

Spaghetti Dinner, Saturday 

 December 5
th

 
Following the Christmas Bazaar 
to benefit Rebekah’s legal fees. 
More news to follow!

It's Angel Tree time again! 

Later this month the Angel Tree will go 
up in the Narthex.   Things will be a 
little different this year.  Instead of just 
a couple of ornaments for each person, 
the ornaments will list just one item on 
the person's wish list.  Therefore, there 
will be many more ornaments to choose 
from and we are hoping that this will make it easier 
for you to take an ornament or two.   For instance, 
your ornament may say 10 year old girl, Barbie 
doll, or 10 year old girl size 10 winter coat.  We are 
also hopeful that the teens and children may want to 
choose an ornament since they might be able to 
provide a smaller gift from the tree.  Please be sure 
to put your name and number next to the ornament 
number on the sign out sheet for each gift you 
choose.   
All gifts must be purchased, wrapped, brought to 
the church and placed under the tree (or in the 
general area) with the ornament attached no later 

than Sunday December 13th.  This will allow us 
time to organize the gifts by family and have them 
delivered or picked up in plenty of time for 
Christmas. As soon as we get the information 
needed, the tree will be up and decorated with the 
ornaments.   

Gift card order forms are 
available on the information table in 
the narthex. There are many, many 
retailers in our area who participate 
in this program which gives a 
percentage of the value of the card 
right back to our church.  If you are purchasing gift 
cards for family or friends who live in other areas of 
the country, many regional retailers participate in 
the program as well.  Just ask Linda Holonia and 
she can let you know if a retailer out of our area 
participates and their gift cards are available 
through the program.  Purchasing the gift cards is a 
very easy process.  Fill out the form and return it to 
Linda with your payment.  Checks are payable to 
the church.  Gift cards are usually available the 
following Sunday.  Easy shopping for you, whether 
you are buying as gifts for others or for your own 
use at local grocery or department stores, and it 
makes a profit for the church. 

See Linda Holonia or email lholonia@yahoo.com 
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A Healthier Focus @ the Neighborhood 

Center  

As the holidays approach the Neighborhood Center 
staff has once again reached out to a number of 
Methodist churches in South Jersey.  The Center is 
looking for food donations and volunteers during 
the Thanksgiving week.   

Since Chef Lou Wilson has joined 
the staff at the Camden 
Neighborhood Center, there has 

been a greater emphasis to offer healthier food 
options.  Recognizing the link between high sodium 
intake and hypertension, the staff is asking area 
churches to donate certain fresh produce for the 
upcoming Thanksgiving meals.  

Audubon U.M.C. has been asked 

to provide lots of fresh carrots and 

onions along with turkeys.  Due to 
storage issues, please bring your donations on 

Sunday, November 22
nd.    

Victorious Women –UMW 

2015 Christmas Bazaar    

Saturday, Dec. 5
th

    9 am to1 pm 

The Victorious Women of our church have a long 
standing tradition of hosting an annual Christmas 
Bazaar.  The date is approaching fast, so perhaps 
you will consider helping by baking 
something for the Baked Goods Table, 
or donating any used jewelry, or clean 
reusable item for the Attic Treasures 
Room (no clothing at this time), a donated wrapped 
gift basket, or just the gift of your time to help set 
up, work during the bazaar, or clean up.  

Another way each of you can help is by inviting 
your friends and relatives to come and shop at the 
Bazaar.  For those of you who do social media, it 
would be a great way of getting the word out to help 
us advertise for the Bazaar.  

The Cafe' will be serving brunch and lunch type 
items.  There will also be 15 Vendor tables rented 
for $25 each selling crocheted items, lighted 
candles, jewelry, tupperware, etc. 

Don't forget, the proceeds from the Bazaar have 
helped support numerous missions and projects 
around our own church and community. 

Thanking you for your support.  Contacts:  Cheryl 
Laxton 546-6427, Lois Reiter 546-6278, CJ 
Fennimore 313-0594 or the church office. 

 (Continued - pastor’s message from page 1) 

By “all of our community” I mean ALL.  We offer 
Christ to everyone, including people who are very 
different from us.  Color, age, location, nationality, 
political persuasion, abilities or disabilities will not 
keep us from considering all those of our 
community to be the “whosever” of John 3:16. 

Then I was asked to pick some measurable goals to 
shoot for.  First I chose “100 persons regularly 
attending worship each week. “ Sure, if everyone 
who attends at least once a month (apparently the 
new definition of “regular attender”) showed up on 
the same Sunday, we would have 100.  But, despite 
the weather, marching band, visiting relatives, TV 
show marathons, vacations and sporting events, I 
want us to work toward 100 persons in attendance 
at our worship service (combined total) every week.  
My second goal is to have 20 children in our new 
kid’s choir.  Just having a kid’s choir go from 
nothing to 15 was amazing (thanks to God and Mia 
Reich!).  Now I dream of 20 kids in our ensemble.  
When children sing in church, it can mean more 
kids in Sunday School, parents and grandparents in 
worship to enjoy the music, and more folks getting 
to know not only our church, but also our Savior.  
When would I like us to reach this goal?  By 
December 31st of this year is my choice. 

I ask you to pray that God will help us reach these 
goals.  I thing they are reasonable, even necessary 
for our church to grow.  Try to imagine what 
Audubon UMC will look like when we reach the 
goals. And you can help make it happen… just say 
“put me in, coach!”                        

                                             Pastor WaltPastor WaltPastor WaltPastor Walt  

Stained Glass Window Project  

Lights have been placed behind these 
refurbished windows for all to see in the 
evenings…a reminder that we are a light in 
our community. 

Upper Room Devotional Books  

The November/December issue of the 
Upper Room is now available by the 
Graisbury Ave. door. They come in 
regular and large print editions.  
Donation appreciated. 
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We are sprucing up the church! 

You are invited to join us on: 
Sat. November 7

th
 at 9 AM to clean up the 

building and property.  ‘even if you can only help 
out for an hour, it will be greatly appreciated. 

Sat. November 14
th

  we will be painting the 
narthex.  Please sign up!  With enough people, we 
can knock off the job in couple of hours. 

Greening of the Church 

Save the date - Thursday, Dec. 3rd 
begins at 6:30 P.M. with a covered 
dish supper. Watch for update in 
the Sunday Bulletins.  All are invited! 

Live Nativity  

Sunday December 13
th 

 5:30-8:30 PM 

The story of Christ’s birth with actors and animals 
Much help is still needed for set up of the Manger 
as well as actors, craft helpers, setting up decorated 
Christmas trees.  Contact Coleen Makuszewski at 
krunner26@yahoo.com 

Be a part of a church secret 
that doesn't have to be so secret. 
Openings are now available to let 
you in on this secret.  It's in a 
special place heated in the winter 
and air conditioned in the summer 
where you will meet many special people. 
You could look at it as one month of Sundays every 
four months or you could think of it as not taking up 
any more of your time--after all, you will be in 
church Sunday mornings anyway.   

The secret is:   being an usher is fun. 

If you want to help out our church a little and enjoy 
yourself doing it by being an usher, contact Ray 
Thorne at rct21880@yahoo.com. 

To my church family, Thank you so much 

for the delicious luncheon you gave to 
celebrate my enlistment in the US 
Coast Guard. 

Your prayers, encouragement, and 
good wishes mean so much to me.  I cherish the 
Coast Guard Bible. 

I have arrived at the Cape May Training Center and 
am actively engaged in the boot camp activites. 

If you would like to send a card my address is:   
 

SR Jesuncosky, Walter 
BRAVO-192, JAMES HALL  
USCG TRACEN CAPE MAY 
ONE MUNRO AVE. 
CAPE MAY, NJ 08204 

Thanks again,     SR Walter Jesuncosky USCG 

Stable home and church best for kids  

by ROB SCHWARZWALDER 

It’s been said that bedtime is the perfect time for 

kids to ask questions, request food, require 

additional bathroom breaks and need a 

nightlight. 

All parents can identify with that! Sometimes 

the simple act of tucking a little one into bed 

seems like the implementation of a military 

campaign.  Another thing all parents share is the 

desire for a quality education for their children. 

Preparing our boys and girls for the challenges 

of the workplace, as well as training their minds 

to think well and giving them a solid grounding 

in the virtues that build good citizens, are among 

the highest priorities for every mom and dad. 

These are things most of us take for granted. But 

what too often is ignored is that children learn 

best in a home with a mother and a father. 

The Marriage and Religion Research Institute 

has done research showing that the children 

“who have the best chance of success in schools 

are also those who come from intact families 

and attend church weekly or more.” 

Church attendance counts for a lot and in many 

ways. In addition to biblical instruction, moral 

guidance and the fellowship of good friends, 

church attendance seems to inspire a higher level 

of self-discipline, curiosity and intellectual 

interest. For example, teens who attend church at 

least once a week have the highest grade point 

average and the highest combined average GPA 

in English and math, and receive the highest 

percentage of A’s at school. 

On the other hand, teenagers who report never 

going to church have the lowest GPA, the lowest 

combined average GPA in English and math, 

and the lowest percentage of receiving mostly 

A’s at school. 

Similarly, having a mom and a dad in the home 

has an equally profound impact on school 

performance. As MARRI research shows, 
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“Teenagers from always-intact married families 

had the highest GPA average (3.0), the highest 

combined average GPA in English and math 

(2.9), and the highest likelihood of receiving A’s 

(28%).” 

And teens “from a intact family or adoptive 

family are three times less likely than any other 

family structure to have repeated a grade,” while 

teens “from always- single parent families had 

the lowest GPA (2.5) and were least likely to 

have received mostly A’s at school.” 

This is not to disparage the brave and faithful 

single parents who do their best to encourage 

their children to excel in school. Rather, these 

data simply make the point that the intact, 

married family that worships together weekly 

demonstrably has better educational outcomes 

than other types of families. 

Being a mom or a dad is hard work — hard and 

important. The shaping of a young life is, 

perhaps, life’s noblest calling. In that molding 

and building process, the education a child 

receives will often set the tone for his or her 

professional achievement, income-earning 

ability and capacity to contribute to his or her 

community and country. 

Marriage matters, for adults and children, for 

work and school, for neighborhood and culture. 

So do worship and education. If we’re serious 

about fostering a society in which civility, 

prosperity, liberty and personal character 

combine to make our country the place it can 

and should be, all of these factors need to be 

combined so as to provide future generations 

with the nation and culture they deserve. 

Bedtime is challenging for parents and little ones 

alike. But it can also be a time of joy, sweetness, 

hugs and prayers. Educating a child can be hard, 

too, but keeping the home intact and stable and 

loving makes so much difference, for parents 

and kids alike. And when worship is added to 

the mix, the results are even better. The numbers 

prove it. So do kids and parents who know the 

satisfaction of a good report card, a well-shaped 

mind and character ready for life. 
Rob Schwarzwalder is senior vice president of the Family 

Research Council.  Reprinted from the Courier-Post 

 

2015 Christmas Poinsettias 
It’s time to think about the 
greening of our church (Dec. 3) 
and the placing of poinsettias in 
the sanctuary for the Christmas 
season.  Recall how beautiful the 
sanctuary was last year?! 

The price is the SAME this year – $4.00 per plant.   
We would like to have the plants in the sanctuary 
the Sunday before Christmas, December 20.  Your 
poinsettia order and payment will be due by 
Sunday, December 13.  Please send completed 
orders with payment to the church office.  Forms 
are in the bulletin or call the church office directly. 

Gerry G is moving and has furniture for sale: 
living room, kitchen, bedroom, etc.  Call her at 609-
413-6899 

November Shut-ins of the Month 

Dot and Charlie Pierce 
75 Harding Ave, Oaklyn, NJ  08107 

Please keep them in your prayers and let them know 
they are in your thoughts by sending a card.   

November Birthdays 

04  Coleen Makuszewski 20  Jim Goslin 
06  Ef Deal   20  Eleanor Tucker 
11  Francis Makuszewski 20  Gwen Evans 
16  Cathy Wade-Akram 24  Karen Holloway 
17  Zabrielle Holloway 25  Richard Burrough 
19  Miles Jesuncosky  28  Megan Ryan 
19  Norm Lore 

November Anniversaries 

6     Barb and Bob Kondras – 50th 
29   Marilyn and Scott Radley 

November Communion Offering 

Neighborhood Center 

November Greeters: 

Bruce Kraut and Ruslana Snyder 

November Ushers:  Barb and Frank Cunane, 
Ruslana Snyder, Mark Van Arnam 

November Liturgist:  Carol Tait 

November Counters: 

Barbara Hertfelder, Judy Harvey 

November Trustee to open and close 

church:  Darlene Fitzgerald 
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Prayers – Praise - Thanks 

Numerous prayer requests have been 

mentioned or written on prayer cards. 

Some of them are listed here. Since our 

newsletter is posted on our website, last 

names are omitted for privacy. Please 

contact the office to update any requests you may have made – 

either answered prayer or no longer needed.  

Prayer requests from our weekly bulletins 

• Doug J. (Ef’s brother)       • Mike & Tyler S. 
• Shannon P.(Fitzgerald’s niece) 
• Beverly F (Chris’s mother) 
• Anne (Barbara Hertfelder’s neighbor) 
• Danielle and Samantha (in prison) - Kim  
• Nancy E. (friend of Sarah Gibbons) 
• Carol and Bill B (friends of Dorothy Groves) 
• Carol B (friend of Dorothy Groves) 
• Dorothy H/S (friend of Kim Williams) 
• Phil S (Carol F) • Crystal 
• Allison K.  • Katie V.  
• Mary L.  • Ruslana’s father 

Our Friends with Special Needs 
• Norma A.  • Bill and Kay R.  
• Jean S.   • Wyone and Bob B. 
• Doris K.  • Myrtle J. 
• Gwen E.  • Eleanor T. 
• Edith W.  • Ed S. 
• Peg L.   •Ronnie W. 
• Gerry G.  • Dan A. 
• Bertha H.  • Pat M. 

Prayer Card Requests 

• Lori R for complete healing.   
• That Ana will be returned to Rebekah and family.  
• Estelle M  
• The loss of former minister Bill McCullough 
• For those in the military deployed in harm’s way 
• Holly F for healing after another concussion 
• Dot and Charlie Pierce 
• Scott R for healing of his back 
• Barbara H. request prayers for financial and health  
  concerns for her family 
• Kim W in prayer for healing, strength. 
• Continued healing for Walt 
• Amber, a mother of three from N.C., who is in  
  desperate need of a heart transplant. 
• Jamie is requesting prayers for her mother’s heart  
  surgery and recovery 
• Traveling mercies for Dorothy G & friend Barb as 
  they travel in Australia & New Zealand 
• Carol Jo Fennimore for her shoulder surgery and 

  quick recovery 
• Please pray for our church- that our leaders would 
  be guided in what issues need to be discussed and 
 that they would   have wisdom in all their decisions 
• Mike that he could find treatments that would  
  decrease his severe back pain and other health 
  issues  -Diane 
• Crystal B. who is very sick that she would be open 
  to the Lord 
• The Rittmayers as Kay has nutritional concerns. 
• Ruslana as she recovers from serious health issue 
• Tracy requests prayers for the wife & son of his 
  friend George H who was 48 and just lost his  
  battle with cancer 
• Peg S. requests prayers for a close friend who is 
  having martial issues. Please pray for them to have 
  strength and that the Lord could work in their  
  marriage. 

• Laurie B requests prayers for mom Peg, her sister  
  Pat passed away.  Pat was 69 years old and had 3  
  children 

• Walter J in basic training - U.S. Coast Guard  

Praises: 
• Katie V now cancer free! 
• Barb and Bob K celebrating 50 years of marriage 

New address 

 Marge Watson, 8 Smokebush Ct.  Marlton NJ 
  08053 

Church Staff: 

* Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Walter Jesuncosky, III 
* Admin. Assistant:  Diane Stanley 
* Director of Music:  Mia Reich  
* Organist:  David Reich  
* Pianist:  Jesse Deal    
* Nursery helpers:  Holly Fitzgerald,  
   Becca VanArnam, Emily Whiteley 
 

Veterans Day is intended to thank and honor all 
those who served honorably in 
the military, in wartime or 
peacetime. On Veterans Day, 
we say thank you to living 
Veterans for their service, to 
acknowledge that their 
contributions to our national 
security are appreciated and to 

underscore the fact that all those who served have 
sacrificed and done their duty.   
To all Veterans, we salute you!  


