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Audubon United Methodist Church 
314 Graisbury Avenue, Audubon, NJ  08106 

www.audubonumc.com    856-547-6114 

January, 2018 Newsletter 
 

Sunday Worship Opportunities: 

9:00 A.M.   Contemporary Service 
9:00 A.M.   Sunday School for all ages 
10:30 A.M. Traditional Service 

From the Pastor:   “Another Year Older” 

“And now, behold, the Lord hath kept me alive, as he said, 

these forty and five years, even since the Lord spake this word 

unto Moses, while the children of Israel wandered in the 

wilderness: and now, lo, I am this day fourscore and five years 

old. As yet I am as strong this day as I was in the day that 

Moses sent me: as my strength was then, even so is my 

strength now, for war, both to go out, and to come in. Now 

therefore give me this mountain…”  Joshua 14:10-12a KJV 

Caleb was 85 years old when he came to Joshua, the 
leader of the Israelites.  Caleb and Joshua, forty-five 
years earlier, had been sent by Moses as part of a 
reconnaissance team to spy out the promised land of 
Canaan.  When the spies returned, most gave a 
negative report about the chances the Israelites had 
to conquer the land.  Only Joshua and Caleb were 
convinced taking Canaan was possible because they 
trusted God to give them victory.  Because of their 
unbelief, the Israelites were prevented from entering 
the promised land and spent 40 years wandering in 
the desert as a nomadic people.  The generation who 
failed to trust God died off during that time and 
only Joshua and Caleb were left.  God gave victory 
to General Joshua as he led his forces to capture 
Canaan.  Towards the end of the campaign, Caleb 
came to Joshua and Joshua 14 records their 
conversation. Even at age 85 Caleb was ready for a 
new challenge . . . conquering the land he 
reconnoitered so many years before, land that had 
been promised to him and his descendants.  In 
Caleb’s own words, “Give me this mountain!” 

By the time you read this, I will be a year older… 
63. Some of you are saying “You are a youngster.”  
Others figure I’m over the hill or personally 
acquainted with dinosaurs. Neither is quite true. But 
as I approach “the Golden Years,” I may not be as 
strong as I was 41 years ago when I began my 

 (pastor’s message continues on page 2) 

 Our Doors are always open! 
Our Church Building is Handicap 

Accessible.  Elevator access to the 

sanctuary and the lower level can be 

found on the Graisbury Ave. 

side entrance. Handicapped 

parking is available on 

Graisbury and also in the rear 

of the church house. 

The January Newsletter is sponsored by George 

and Estelle MacCulloch . 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Meetings and Events 
Jan. 8    Men’s Group  7 PM at Arcaini’s 
Jan. 9    Church Council  7:30 PM Conover Parlor 
Jan. 14  Deadline for February Newsletter–send 

             to Marilyn Radley at smradley@verizon.net  

Jan. 15  Trustees meeting  

Weekly Meetings: 
Mondays:  Seekers (7-8 P.M.) Conover Parlor 
                   AA (7:30-8:30 P.M.) Adult Assembly  
Wednesdays: Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30-9 PM 

 

Ushers needed…Men and Women to serve 
as ushers.  Could you 
spare a few minutes 
before the traditional 
worship each Sunday for 
4 months of the year (not 
consecutive)?  Please 
contact the church office 

or Chris Fitzgerald if you are interested. 
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 (Continued - pastor’s message from page 1)  
pastoral ministry (42 years if you count one year as 
a youth pastor), but I will be ready for the next 
challenge God sends my way.  With Caleb, I want 
to say “Give me this mountain,” or at least the next 
hill. Friends, colleagues, relatives and church 
members all around me are moving on to the next 
challenge.  Some are retiring, some moving to new 
locations, others are going through life changes and 
challenges not necessarily of their own choosing.  
Are you ready? Can you handle that next mountain 
or even a small hill?  Caleb knew the secret to 
conquering mountains when he and Joshua were 
spying out Canaan many years before…they were 
not the ones fighting the battle; it was the Lord. 

Whatever stage of life you find yourself in, young, 
old, in between, fully working, unemployed, retired 
or just plain tired, you can face 2018 with the 
confidence that the Lord has gone before you and 
prepared that mountain for you to take… if you 
trust Him. 

Happy New Year!              Happy New Year!              Happy New Year!              Happy New Year!              Pastor WaltPastor WaltPastor WaltPastor Walt 

Mission News by Bruce Krout 

Your generosity during the November food 
ingathering for the Fellowship House was 
remarkable!  The staff was overwhelmed.  I recently 
received an e-mail that explains the programming 
problems the Fellowship House is dealing with this 
school year which I wanted to share with you 
below:  
Dear Loyal Fellowship House Supporters,  
We are so grateful for your on-going, faithful 
support and prayers for our staff and children.   As 
you may know, Fellowship House has recently 
experienced several unexpected changes.  This 
summer, we were informed that the Department of 
Children and Families required us to apply for and 
obtain a state facility license in order to continue 
our much-needed work here in South Camden. The 
state advised us that during the application process 
we could continue to serve our children, but had to 
temporarily limit our program from three to two 
hours a day, 3pm to 5pm, and could only offer one 
type of activity during that time period.  We chose 
to emphasize homework completion and have been 
continuing our Christian education and service in 
this format.  We will resume our long-time, regular 
daily program as soon as we obtain the facility 

license, which we anticipate will happen in the next 
several months.  In mid-October, our newly-hired 
Executive Director notified us that she 
was resigning in order to pursue another 
opportunity.  Joana McDonnell, one of the co-chairs 
of our Board of Trustees, volunteered to serve as 
our Interim Executive Director.  She, along with 
myself, our staff and our Board of Trustees, is 
working hard to continue the licensing process and 
maintain our program and focus.  Despite the many 
challenges we have faced these past few months, we 
are committed and determined to keep the doors of 
Fellowship House open so that we can continue to 
serve the children and families of South 
Camden.   As you might imagine, Fellowship House 
has incurred a number of significant, unexpected 
expenses as part of the facility license process and 
this has placed a strain on our already tight 
budget.   While this has been a challenging season 
for Fellowship House, there is also news to 
celebrate.  We have been able to move forward 
through each step of the facility licensing process, 
which has not only brought us closer to completing 
the application process, but has also assured us that 
we are providing a safe place for our precious 
children.  We also celebrate that, despite these 
challenges and unexpected changes, one thing has 
remained constant -- we at Fellowship House know 
and continue to believe that God loves and cares 
about the children and families of South Camden 
and wants them to come to know Him. The staff, 
our committed volunteers and I are still able to be 
the hands and feet of Christ every single day—
loving on the kids, praying with the kids, talking to 
them about Jesus.  That has not changed; the need 
for our program has not changed, and God's love for 
our children has not changed!  Please know these 
children still need us and still need you. Please 
consider giving to Fellowship House at this time 
and know that your money, time and prayer is most 
needed right now so that we can continue to bring 
and share God’s Love with the children and families 
of South Camden.   -- Lisa McKinney -Director of 
Program @ Fellowship House of South Camden 

Donations can be mailed to: P.O. Box 261 - 

Collingswood, NJ 08108 
Visit online @ www.fellowshiphousecamden.org 
  

Sharing God’s word and love, however we can, is 

our mission. 
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New Minisitry 

Do you live alone?  As your church 
family we care about you.  We are 
beginning a program called Angels 
Unaware, wherein a church member 

would like to contact you each day, just to be sure 
you are okay and to see if you need anything.  This 
is not meant to be an extended phone call; it’s just a 
wellness check to make sure you are okay.  If  you 

would like to be part of this ministry, either as a 

caller or as one who receives a call, please 

contact the church office or fill out the form 

below and return it to the church, either by mail 

or in the offering plate or in person at the office.  

Thank you! 
---------------------------------------------------------------
I would like to take part in the ministry  
______I would like to call one or two members 
each day to make sure they are well;  
______I would like to receive a phone call from a 
church member each day  

NAME _______________________________ 
PHONE NO. __________________________ 

BEST TIME TO CALL or MAKE A CALL:    
_______Early morning       ______ Late morning  
_______Early afternoon     ______ Late afternoon 
_______Early evening  

A Note from the Trustees 

The trustees work very hard to keep 
our church clean, safe and in good 
repair.  They are asking your help.  
Please be sure to TURN OFF LIGHTS AND 
MAKE SURE ALL EXTERIOR DOORS ARE 
LOCKED when you leave the building 

ALSO if you are having a meeting that is not a 
regularly scheduled event, please let the church 
office know the date and time you will be using the 
church. 

Our new Sound System. 

We are accepting donations to cover the 
cost of the new system.  You may donate 
using the pink envelopes in the pews.  

Please mark your donation “Sound System” so that 
it is credited to that account.  We are in need of 
several thousand dollars.  Thank you! 

 

A Note of Thanks!  By Cheryl Laxton 
December is a challenging 
month here at AUMC and 
at times it may leave you 
feeling a bit drained. But 
the selfless commitment of 
so many makes the 
Greening of the Church, the Annual Christmas 
Bazaar, the Live Nativity, the extra choir & bell 
practices, cooking, baking, cleaning etc. all run 
superbly well. 

Thank you for all the work and effort of so many of 
you who worked tirelessly throughout the month on 
these ambitious projects. You really are like love in 
motion. 

Each of you play an important part of our church 
and I hope you realize that what you do is valued 
and appreciated.  

Above all else, I give thanks to our Lord and Savior 
for constantly watching over and sustaining us with 
his unlimited love.  Love you all! 

Victorious Women- UMW   

Bazaar Update 

"Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do 
something."   
Thank you to everyone who donated their time, 
talents and gifts. Because of you we had another 
successful year.  The sincere comments from yearly 
customers, vendors and friends say that we are a 
friendly, generous, joyous-to-be-around, helpful 
church family. Hopefully, our actions will speak 
louder than words, and they will visit with us again 
soon for worship. 
In 2016, we realized a profit of $2,637.  We were 
hoping for $3,000 in 2017, and guess what, we just 
made our goal.  Here are the totals for the Christmas 
Bazaar this year: 
Attic Treasures                             $  689.00 
Baked goods                                     595.55 
Baskets                                             645.00 
Cafe'                                                 261.05 
Christmas Shop                                290.00 
Jewelry & Hand Crafted Items        218.25 
Vendors                                            355.00 
Total                                            $3,053.85 

Thanking you all again for your support and your 
prayers for another successful year. 
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Annual Women’s Retreat 

“You make known to me the path of life; in your 

presence there is fullness of joy! 

March 16-18, 2018 at the Double Tree Resort in 
Lancaster PA.  Registrations are due February 2 and 
full payment is due March 2  See Linda Holonia 

for registration forms and details. 

Ladies Day at America’s Keswick May 9
th

 

25 ladies are already registered.  If you are 
interested in going but have not yet gotten your 
ticket, please see Lyn Radley. 

No need to write your check for Church 

in the new year!  Electronic giving gives you a 

convenient way to keep up with your intended 
offerings. Simply complete and return the electronic 
giving authorization form to get started which can 
be found in the narthex. 

You can designate your offering to any of the 
following funds and you can choose the weekly, 
semi-monthly or monthly options. 

Tithes & Offerings     Repairs and Maintenance 
Advent Offering     Christmas Offering 
Lenten Offering     Easter Offering 
Thanksgiving Offering   United Methodist Women 
AUMC Walker/Bowen or Betts Scholarship Funds 

January Shut-in of the Month    
Janet Kirsche 
55 Kings Court 
Woolrich Township, NJ  08085 

Keep her in your prayers and let her know she is in 

your thoughts by sending a card.  

January Birthdays 

3    Holly Fitzgerald 
4    Don Cox 
5    Walt Jesuncosky, III 
5    Bill Laxton 
8    Scott Radley 
9    Don Reiter 
17  Caden Reich 
18  Ruslana Snyder 
22  Joe Fennimore 
26  Elijah Nicholas 
31  Gail Lore 

 

January Communion Offering:  

Ranch Hope 

Those assisting in our ministries for Jan.:  

Greeters: Mark Van Arnam 

Ushers:  Bob Fonash, Jim Barrett, William Betts 

Liturgist:  Cheryl Laxton 

Counters:  Karen Lyman, Jane Gannon, Sue 
Medoro 

Trustee to open and close church:  

Ruslana Snyder 

Prayers – Praise – Thanks 

Pray in the spirit at all times and on every occasion.  

Stay alert and be persistent in your prayers for all 

believers everywhere.   Ephesians 6:18 

Prayer requests from our weekly bulletins 

• Doug J.  • Carol B  • Charlie W 
• Crystal • Mary L.         • Mike & Tyler S. 
• Shannon P. • Caitlyn C.  • Anne and Joe  
• George G • Peg & Don L • Carol and Bill B.  
• Mary P          • Tom H Sr.     • Susan H   
• Beverly F (Chris’s mother)  • Ron & Samantha F. 
• Paul H            • Ruslana’s father Karl 

Our Friends with Special Needs  
• Ginny A.  • Dan A.          • Doris K.  
• Myrtle J.       • Gwen E. • Eleanor T.     
• Edith W.       • Sandy A • Ronnie W.    
• Gerry G. •  Bill R • Joan W 
• Norm L. •  Janet K  

College Students to keep in your prayers : 

• Holly F • Zabrielle H     • Emily W  
• Christian R • Becca V  • Ashely S 
• Jake V •Christy S  • Adam C  
• Chris S     • Kevin F     • Tyler S     • Bill Z 

Prayer Card Requests 

• World Gospel Mission ministries and the Crakers 
• International Students ministries and the Mannons 
• Campus Crusade “CRU” and Alex Simspon 
• Pray for our new neighbor—Kid’s Alley--now at  
   Trinity Lutheran Church on WHP 
• Estelle’s health issues 
• Our servicemen and women:  
  Walter J IV- U.S. Coast Guard, Jim G – NJ 
  Army National Guard, James S –U.S. Army and 
  Madison S U.S. Army, Matt U.S. Army in Europe 
• Health issues of Janet K 
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• A miracle for husband Tom with cancer and 
  cirrhosis and needs a transplant; for his Salvation. 
   –Barbara 
•Joan’s new medication and upcoming knee surgery 
• Peg S. asks for prayers for her as she goes to 
  physical therapy for her right knee for the next 6-8 
  weeks.  Her tendons and ligaments need help 
•  Prayers for the Holonia family on the passing of  
  Paul, he is missed greatly. 
• Thanks to all who prepared meals for the Holonias 
• William’s renewed search for new employment  
• Pray for Niya, a single mom who is struggling 
• Brother-in-law Bud with esophageal cancer 
• Norm L health issues 
• Edith W at home 
• Jen traveling to New Brunswick daily – Carol T 
• Mary B for a new home 
• Prayers for a friend, Kim C. who just had 
  reconstructive surgery after a 15 month battle with  
  breast cancer. 
• Susan M offers praise to God for answered prayers 
• Myrtle J is having health problems 
• pray for people dealing with broken relationships 
• Sandy A for her pain and mobility issues 
• Peace in our nation. 

Answered Prayer Mary B has a new 
room in Barrington.  She will need 
some assistance moving so, please let 
the church office know if you are 
available. 

Prayers for our church 

• Please pray for our church leaders as they make 
  important decisions this winter and spring 
  regarding appointments and for unity concerning 
  the direction of the United Methodist Church. 
• Please pray for upcoming events, including Youth  
  Group, Men’s study group, Midsummer Nights, 
  church picnic and VBS.  
• Please pray that AUMC will continue to grow in  
  spirit and be seen as a beacon in the neighborhood. 
• Please pray for Pastor Walt; for good health,  
  strength, protection, and guidance.   
• Please pray that others will see Jesus’ spirit  
  flowing from us. 
• Please pray that we will each experience a deeper  
  spiritual walk with the Lord. 
• Please pray that the leaders of AUMC would be  
  led by the spirit to know God’s will for our church. 

• Pray that we can attract more families and others  
  in the area who aren’t attending church elsewhere. 

• Pray that our members can experience unity that  
  comes from the Spirit. 

 

Church Staff: 

* Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Walter Jesuncosky, III 
* Admin. Assistant:  Linda Holonia 
* Director of Music:  Mia Reich  
* Organist:  David Reich  
* Pianist:  Jesse Deal    
* Nursery helpers:  Emily W, Maggie B, Lauren F 

       Church Office email : audubonumc@verizon.net 
     Pastor’s email : aumcpastor@verizon.net 
 

Church Office Hours  

Monday & Wed. 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 
Friday   10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

 
 

 Check out our website:   audubonumc.com 

 

  
 AudubonUMC
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