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Audubon United Methodist Church 
314 Graisbury Avenue, Audubon, NJ  08106 

www.audubonumc.com    856-547-6114 

  O ctober, 2016 Newsletter 
 

Sunday Worship Opportunities: 

9:00 A.M.   Contemporary Service 
9:00 A.M.   Church School for all ages 
10:30 A.M. Traditional Service 

From the Pastor: 

Most important, know this: in the last days scoffers will come, 

jeering, living by their own cravings, 4 and saying, “Where is 

the promise of his coming? After all, nothing has changed—

not since the beginning of creation, nor even since the 

ancestors died.”                   2 Peter 3:3-4 CEB 

Most of us somewhere along the line have seen the 
great Halloween Special “It’s the Great Pumpkin, 
Charlie Brown.”  We have smiled at the sincerity of 
Linus as he patiently waited for the arrival of the 
“Great Pumpkin.”  We understood the frustration of 

Sally as she spent her entire 
Halloween Night sitting in a pumpkin 
patch waiting for the great event that 
would never happen while her friends 
enjoyed Trick or Treating and a 
Halloween Party.  Despite all 

appearances the contrary, Linus did not lose faith.  
He was determined that one day the Great Pumpkin 
would choose his patch and rise up on Halloween 
Night.  He told the doubters and scoffers to just wait 
and see.   

The other day I saw a church sign that caught my 
attention.  It simply said “Jesus is coming… 
hopefully before the election.”  I know lots of folks 
have mixed feelings about that subject so you take 
the non-partisan message with a grain of salt… 
except the part about Jesus coming.  A central 
tenant of the Christian Faith is the eventual return of 
Jesus Christ to earth.  Yes, United Methodists do 
believe Jesus is coming back.  We’re just not as 
dogmatic about it as some of our fellow Christians 
seem to be. 2 Peter 3 addresses the promise of 
Christ return in some detail. Peter reminds his 
readers that there will be folks who scoff at the 
notion of the Second Coming.   

 (The pastor’s message is continued on page 3) 

Our Doors are always open! 
Our Church Building is Handicap 

Accessible.  Elevator access to the 

sanctuary and the lower level can be 

found on the Graisbury Ave. 

side entrance. Handicapped 

parking is available on 

Graisbury and also in the rear 

of the church house. 

The October Newsletter is presented by the Fidelis 

Class in honor of those who are no longer with us. 

Meetings and Events 
Oct. 9     Mission Sunday – Meet Alex Simpson 
Oct. 11   Church Council -Conover Parlor 7:30 P.M. 
Oct. 16   Pumpkin Festival 1-2:30 P.M. 

   Deadline for November Newsletter–send 

      To Lyn Radley at smradley@verizon.net  

Oct. 18   Trustees Meeting 7 P.M. 
Oct. 30   Laity Sunday, Luncheon and  
               Congregational Meeting 

Weekly Meetings: 

Sundays:   Youth group 6 P.M. 
       Bell Choir following church  

Mondays:  Men’s Group 7 P.M. at the parsonage 

                   Seekers (7-8 P.M.) Conover Parlor 
                   AA (7:30-8:30 P.M.) Adult Assembly  
Wednesdays: Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30-9 P.M. 
                    Supper Club 6 P.M. 

Church Office Hours  
Monday & Wed. 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. 
Friday   10:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M. 

        

Please note that Altar Flowers will  

now be $14.50 for one arrangement. 

SUPPER CLUB 

Wednesdays at 6 PM in Fellowship 
Hall.  The study is called  A Way 

Through the Wilderness: Growing 

Faith When Life is Hard    by Rob 
Renfroe.  Everyone is welcome.  
Bring a covered dish to share! 
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Fall Church School –classes for all 
There’s a class waiting for you!  9 – 10 A.M. 

Diggin Deeper class begins on October 9th for a 6 
week study on Galatians 5: 22-23  " But the fruit of 

the Spirit  is love, joy, peace, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness and self-control." 

How can this verse be lived out in 
practical ways? How can we find 
peace when we're worried?  Or find 
joy when on the news are 
bombings & shootings?  We will 

not be looking at these virtues in abstract but look to 
Scripture and people in the Old & New Testaments 
to see these virtues illustrated in their lives. 

Hope you will join us, for 1 or all 6 weeks in Adult 
Assembly Room 9-10 AM 

Beginners - Ages 4-9  

   Veggie Tale Videos, Bible Stories & crafts 
   Amy Kelly & Jean Whitely  -   Leaders 

Middle -  Ages 10-14  

    Series – Boy, I Got Trouble 
     Darlene Fitzgerald - Leader 

Teens & Young Adults 

      Carol Jesuncosky - Leader 
Seekers & Fidelis  - Adults growing in  the Spirit 
        Bob Kondras & Dorothy Groves  

 

Children's Choir Practice  
9:45-10:15 A.M. every week. 

 

Annual Pumpkin Festival  

October 16
th  

1 – 2:30 P.M. This is a children’s 
free event.  Everyone is welcome to join us for 
Games, Crafts, Food, Pumpkins, Candy and Fun!  

Upper Room Devotional Books 

The September/October issue of the  
Upper Room is still available at the  
wall mounted display by the  
Graisbury Ave. door.   
Pick one up on your way out. 

Men’s Group meeting again! 

The men’s group will meet for the 
new season at the parsonage at 7 

PM on Mondays.  The men from 
Westmont will be joining with us again.   
All men welcome!  

Mission News by Bruce Krout 

On Sunday, October 9, Alex Simpson of Cru 
(formerly Campus Crusade for 
Christ) will be speaking during 
bother services!  She will tell us 
about her transition from intern to 

full-time staff member and the ministry of Cru. 

The month of October looks to be a busy month for 
those wanting to do good works.  The Christ Our 
Light Catholic Church in Cherry Hill has welcomed 
our AUM Church to participate in their annual day 
of service (Mitzvah Day) on Saturday, October 

15
th.  There are over 30 various activities our 

members can sign up for.  You can visit a nursing 
home, do food prep, bake, paint, do outdoor clean 
up or do crafts. Fifteen of the projects are suitable 
for families with children!  The time of the 
activities vary, as do the locations.  The service 
activities and registration forms were handed out 
during both services on September 18th.   You can 
register by mail or online at 
http://christourlight.net/. 

That same weekend, 
Kim Williams and 
friends will be 
participating in the 

CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 16
th 

at 

1 P.M.  The Walk through Audubon and Haddon 
Heights takes roughly an hour and a half and begins 
at the Logan Memorial Church on Merchant St.  
This interfaith activity is considered the 
“granddaddy of charity walks”.  The money raised 
helps to provide food and water, as well as 
empower people worldwide to meet their own needs 
by providing seeds and tools for farming. Consider 
walking with the folks from neighboring churches 
or financially supporting Kim and the other walkers 
from our church. 
     There are ample opportunities this month to 
show your Christian love to your neighbors.   
“As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without deeds is dead.” James 2:26 

Food Share orders for October 10th 

Order forms are in the Narthex or  
online.  Pick up October 22nd. 
Contact Sandy Hook through the  
church office for information .     
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Women’s Study Part II  

The Story (an abridged chronological 
Bible that reads like a novel) 
continues. Each week we are 
challenged to see God’s Story woven 
throughout the narratives. The study 
is led Carol Jesuncosky and held at 
the parsonage on Tuesday evenings at 7 P..  

All ladies are welcome! 

Girls Movie Night Out  Oct. 7th at 7 P.M. 
 “All Allyson and her friends want 

is a peaceful, grown-up dinner and 

conversation…..a long-needed 

mom’s night out.  But in order to 

enjoy high heels, adult conversation 

and food not served in a paper bag, 

they need their husbands to watch 

the kids for 3 hours…what could go 

wrong?”  Join us for popcorn and fun! 

Annual Christmas Bazaar December 3
rd

 

Contacts: Cheryl Laxton (856-261-4228) or CJ 
Fennimore (856-313-0594) Save the date! More 
information to come!   

Gift card order forms are available in the 
narthex. This program gives a percentage 
of the value of the card right back to our 
church.   Fill out the form and return it to 
Linda with your payment.  Checks are 

payable to the church.  Gift cards are usually 
available the following Sunday.   
See Linda Holonia or email lholonia@yahoo.com 

If you shop on smile.amazon.com  

and choose Audubon UMC, Amazon 
will donate .05% of your eligible 
purchases.   www.smile.amazon.com is 
the same as shopping on 

www.amazon.com. 

It’s Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends  

Each year Boscov's sets aside one 
day to give great discounts on just 
about everything in the store as a way to help non-
profit organizations. This year the day is October 
18th and the shopping passes are just $5.00 each 
which goes directly to our church.  Please check 
with your friends and family to see if they would 
like to purchase a pass as well.  Please contact 
Linda in the office or email lholonia@yahoo.com.   

(Continued - pastor’s message from page 1)  
They will ridicule those who do believe.  Sort of 
like the way Linus got picked on as he waited for 
the Great Pumpkin.  Linus had faith; Sally wanted 
to believe but got disappointed waited.  The others 
ridiculed him.  Yet despite Linus disappointment, 
he still believed.   

Now before you get all worked up and think “Pastor 
Walt is equating the Second Coming of Christ with 
the coming of The Great Pumpkin,” hear me out.  
For a lot of people in this world, in our community, 
perhaps our local churches, the Second Coming 
seems about as real as the Great Pumpkin.  They 
laugh at the idea, make fun of those who believe 
and rub it in when they pick the day and time and 
completely miss. I’ve had church members over the 
years who were all over the map on the subject.  
Some dismissed the return of Christ completely… 
some were sure they knew just how it would happen 
(they read it in a commentary!), others picked the 
time and blew it.  Well folks, it’s not a fairy tale. 
For a believer, the return of Christ should be not 
only a hope, but a promise of God. The Second 
Coming is not a work of fiction like “It’s the Great 
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown” (though the Great 
Pumpkin is a great story, written by the late Charles 
Schulz, a Christian and Methodist). This is not a 
script for a TV production, but Scripture. We have 
more to go on than Linus’ well intentioned faith in a 
cute story… we have the promise of God’s Word. 
How, when and where is up to God. To my 
knowledge, the Lord has confided none of the 
details to us other than what he has written. It’s our 
job to keep the faith, spread the word, and keep busy 
until it happens. Will we live to see it?  I have no 
idea.  But if our Lord wants to come sooner than 
later (even before the election!), that’s fine with me.  
“Even so, come Lord Jesus!” Revelation 2:20 

Pastor WaltPastor WaltPastor WaltPastor Walt 

Confirmation Class for ages 12 & older will 
begin in Oct. on Thursday nights.  If interested 
speak to Pastor Walt or call the Church Office 

October Shut-in of the Month    

Kay and Bill Rittmayer 
167 Paris Avenue  
Audubon NJ  08106 

Keep them in your prayers and let them know they 

are in your thoughts by sending a card.  
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News from Becca in Chile 

As a Rotary Scholarship 
winner, Becca  is  
attending a second senior 
year of high school in 
Chile.  She has shared 
many beautiful pictures of 
Chile and her adventures 

with classmates, Rotary 
functions and hiking. She has 

even run a 

race!  
 
If you recall, 
Rebecca was our AUMC 
scholarship winner this year.  Becca has been a 
member or attended here for 17 years. After her 
time in Chile, she plans to attend the University of 
Miami in Florida to major in marine biology and 
minor in psychology. You may have seen Rebecca 
around the church, but I'll bet you didn't know that 
she is a very active young lady and volunteers in 
many areas. Not only is she a member of Carol J's. 
Sunday school class, she plays the bells in the bell 
choir and is one of our nursery helpers. She has also 
helped with the Thanksgiving food drive for 
Neighborhood Center. While at AHS, she played 
varsity soccer, track, basketball and softball. She 
was a member of the Interact Club, the 
Intergenerational Club, Senior Council and Student 
Council. She was also inducted into the National 
Honor Society and the Spanish Honor Society.  In 
the community and surrounding areas she was an 
Adventure Aquarium volunteer, soccer referee, she 
did an internship at Sedge Island, volunteered at 
RYLA camp, as well as held jobs at Domino's Pizza 
and Cabana's in Oaklyn! Some awards Becca 
received while at AHS included Sportsmanship 
athlete, Homecoming Queen, Student of the Month 
and was on First Team All Conference for soccer 
and softball. 

In her winning essay, Becca wrote of her faith in 
God and how she grew in her faith when her sister 
Katie was diagnosed with cancer. She shared her 
faith and had discussions with people about the 
typical questions we ask such as why does God let 
people suffer, and why does cancer exist. She gave 
good explanations such as the bad in the world is 

what helps us find the good and evil is the absence 
of good. That is, until her faith was tested when 
Katie became ill. She could have very easily 
become angry with God and turned her back, but 
instead, she took the situation and used it for good, 
turning toward God and building her faith. She 
prayed a lot during that time, and her faith saw her 
through the ordeal. We all know that Katie is cancer 
free now, but God used her illness and that time to 
not only heal Katie, but to build Becca's faith. 

Keep an eye out for more News from Becca in next 
month’s newsletter! 

October Birthdays 

7    Edith Ward 
9    Dorothy Groves 
9    Darlene Fitzgerald 
13  Kaitlyn Ryan 
13  Keira Ryan 
16  Bill Simpson 
23  Sarah Gibbons 
24  Virginia Kitchmire 

October Anniversaries 

12   Lori and Scott Ryan 
17   Barbara and Frank Cunane 
22   Peggy and Tracy Schnyer 
24   Barbara and Tom Hertfelder 
30  Amy and David Kelly 

October Communion Offering:  

United Methodist Homes 

Those assisting in our ministries for Oct.  

Greeters:   
Chris and Darlene Fitzgerald         

Ushers:            
Dan and Lindsi Arcaini, Sam Arcaini and  
Chris Fitzgerald 

Liturgist:                
Mark Van Arnam 

Counters:             
Barbara Hertfelder, Sue Medoro, and Carol Jo 
Fennimore 

Trustee to open and close church:   
Sue Medora 
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Prayers – Praise - Thanks 
Numerous prayer requests have been 

mentioned or written on prayer 

cards. Some of them are listed here. 

Since our newsletter is posted on our 

website, last names are omitted for 

privacy. Please contact the office to 

update any    requests you may have made – either answered 

prayer or no longer needed.  

Prayer requests from our weekly bulletins 

• Doug J.   • Mike & Tyler S. 
• Shannon P.  • Beverly F (Chris’s mother) 
• Anne and Joe  • Theresa and son 
• Nancy E.   • Carol and Bill B  
• Carol B   • Mary P 
• Crystal  • Mary L.   
• Ruslana’s father • Lori R 

Our Friends with Special Needs 
• Bill and Kay R. • Charlie P. 
• Jean S.   • Wyone and Bob B. 
• Doris K.  • Myrtle J. 
• Gwen E.  • Eleanor T. 
• Edith W.  • Ed S. 
• Peg L.   • Ronnie W. 
• Gerry G.  • Dan A. 
• Bertha H.  • Pat M. 

Prayer Card Requests 

• A co-worker's friend had their house 
  burn down. Everyone got out ok, but they lost  
  everything. Please pray for them.   
• Continued prayers for my cousin’s baby,  
  Meredith, as she continues to heal and THRIVE. 
• Caitlyn C. with cancer. – Barb C 
• Maria as she recovers from stomach surgery. 
• Please pray that our fall women’s study, Supper 
  Club and men’s study are all well attended. 
• Brother-in-law Jim for healing.  -Carol T 
• The people of Louisiana as they recover from the  
   flooding.   
• Reconciliation in families. 

• For Mike and Abby to reach out to Jesus.  
• Paul H that he continues to not smoke. 
• Thanks for my church family. - Helena 
• Peace and strength for my cousin Andrew who 
  lost his wife of 31 years. - Lindsi 
• For my cousin Vincent and his grandson Gaige  
  who is only a few months old and having severe  
  health problems. 
• Mike and Tyler’s health issues.  -Diane 
• Tiara C who has breast cancer and a brain tumor.  
• For a close friend who has just accepted Christ as  

  her savior, for her journey as some of her other  
  “friends” are questioning/judging her on her  
  decision. 
• Continue to pray for Gaelen Hanson, 7 year old  
  who fell out of a tree.  He is out of ICU but has a  
  long road of recovery ahead of him.  Pray also for  
  the family. 
• For our troops who safeguard our freedom. 
• Please pray for my friend Mary (stroke) and her  
  daughter (cancer with 70% chance of survival). 
• My close friend Patty, whose son died 
  Wednesday of an unknown cause.  -Sue M. 
• Prayers for Josh.  –Peg K 
• Prayers for our grandson, BJ and his family for 
  guidance and strength during a stressful time. 
• Prayers for my mother-in-law as she adjusts to her 
  new environment at Avista Care.  - Cheryl 
• Thanks everyone for prayers for Becca.  She is 
  doing really well and having a great experience in  
  Chile so far.   -Mark 
• Pray for Pastor Walt for strength, protection, and 
  guidance. Pray that his sermons are powerfully  
  anointed. 
• Pray that our members would desire a deeper 
  spiritual walk with the Lord. 
• Pray that the leaders of our church would be led  
  by the spirit to know your priorities for AUMC  
  and that we would have enough resources both  
  manpower and financial to accomplish them. 
• Pray that we can attract more families and others  
  in the area who aren’t attending church anywhere. 
• Prayers for the Doerle family who lost their 25 yr  
  old daughter-a nurse at Methodist Hospital. 
• Pray for a niece who was expecting twins but lost  
  one due to vanishing twin syndrome.  Please pray 
  for a safe delivery for the remaining baby. 

Praise and Thanks 

• For the miracle in my cousin’s husband’s health 
• Terry M - a full recovery after a fall at work 
• Healing in her foot -Dorothy G 
• My sister Linda is home and doing well –Sandy H 

Church Staff: 

* Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Walter Jesuncosky, III 
* Admin. Assistant:  Linda Holonia 
* Director of Music:  Mia Reich  
* Organist:  David Reich   *Pianist:  Jesse Deal    
* Nursery helpers:  Holly F and Emily W 

       Church Office email: audubonumc@verizon.net 
     Pastor’s email: aumcpastor@verizon.net


