
 1

Audubon United Methodist Church 
314 Graisbury Avenue, Audubon, NJ  08106 

www.audubonumc.com    856-547-6114 

 January, 2017 Newsletter 
 

Sunday Worship Opportunities: 

9:00 AM   Contemporary Service 
9:00 AM   Church School for all ages 
10:30 AM Traditional Service 

From the Pastor:  

“The End is Near! Are we there yet?!” 

What was will be again, what happened will happen 

again. There’s nothing new on this earth.  Year after 

year it’s the same old thing. Does someone call out, 

“Hey, this is new”?    Don’t get excited—it’s the same 

old story.                      Ecclesiastes 1:9-10 The Message  

I thought by the time I would be writing this column 
the dust of the election would have settled and the 
nation would have moved on. Boy was I wrong!  I 
hear one side screaming “The end is near!” The 
other side insists the “Kingdom is coming… are we 
there yet?” So much for things calming down!  It 
gets downright exhausting trying to keep track of 
who is mad at whom, who is overreacting, and how 
we can keep the craziness from dragging church 
folks into the fray.  I can’t remember people getting 
so emotional about the future of the nation in my 
lifetime.   
But before folks get too crazy about 2017, they 
would do well to read the words of Ecclesiastes 1:9-
10 again (see above). Now some might suggest this 
passage sounds a bit cynical. Perhaps, but I think 
“The Preacher,” the name the writer of Ecclesiastes 
uses to describe himself, pretty much hits the nail 
on the head.  I seriously doubt 2017 will mark the 
end of the world.  Election winners and losers come 
and go.  I’ve seen my candidates win and lose since 
I cast my first vote in 1973. Some folks I voted for 
turned out to be pretty good officials; others were 
disappointing.  Once in while the guy I didn’t 
support turned out to be half decent. As a Christian, 
I made up my mind a long time ago to always pray 
for those who lead us, even if it wasn’t someone I 
really liked. I have prayed for Presidents Nixon,  

  (The pastor’s message is continued on page 2) 

Our Doors are always open! 
Our Church Building is Handicap 

Accessible.  Elevator access to the 

sanctuary and the lower level can be 

found on the Graisbury Ave. 

side entrance. Handicapped 

parking is available on 

Graisbury and also in the 

rear of the church house. 

The January Newsletter is presented by George and 

Estelle MacCulloch. 

Meetings and Events 
Jan. 10  6:45 P.M. Finance Meeting (Church house) 
             7:30 P.M. Church Council (Conover Parlor) 
Jan. 17  Trustees meeting  
Jan. 22  Deadline for February Newsletter–send to 

     Marilyn Radley at smradley@verizon.net  

 

Weekly Meetings: 

Sundays:   Bell Choir following church  
        Youth group 6 PM        
Mondays:  Men’s Group 7 PM at MacCulloch’s 

                   Seekers (7-8 PM) Conover Parlor 
                   AA (7:30-8:30 PM) Adult Assembly  
Wednesdays:  Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30-9 PM 

Church Office Hours  
Monday & Wed. 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Friday   10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

        

 2017 Calendars are available on the table near 
the coffee.  Please take one or more….they are free! 

Giving Envelopes 

Envelopes will be available very soon.  Did you 
know that it is not necessary to make a faith 
promise (pledge) to AUMC in order to receive a 
box of envelopes?  Just let William Betts or Linda 
Holonia know that you would like to receive a box. 

We welcome new members to our church 

family! 

William Dameshek                          
Dean and Kristie DelFico 
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(Continued - pastor’s message from page 1)  
Ford, Carter, Reagan, Clinton, Bush and Obama. 
I’ve prayed for President Elect Trump, too. In the 
end, nothing too drastic happened regardless of who 
won or lost.  Oh, a few issues dear to my heart may 
have been impacted by the people in power, but in 
the end the Republic stands and the sun also rises!   

My suggestion to my church family is trust the Lord 
for 2017.  Don’t let the post-election stress you out 
or turn against your neighbor.  We answer to a 
higher authority than presidents, kings, and even 
dictators.   

“He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty.”  Luke 1 51-53 NRSV 

Let’s trust God to make sense out of all of this and 
use it for good realizing “there is nothing new under 
the sun.”  Pray, love one another, and leave the rest 
to God.  During World War II British Prime 
Minister Winston Churchill had and expression he 
used often… “KBO, Keep Buggering On.” Great 
advice!  2017 probably won’t be the dawn of a new 
age or the end of the world as we know it, but we 
can all move ahead if we act like the Church of 
Jesus Christ and trust him for the past, present, and 

future.                                 Pastor WaltPastor WaltPastor WaltPastor Walt    
(PS: For classic rock fans, the idea behind my 
column can be found in a song from 1971 by The 
Who, “Won’t Get Fooled Again.”  Give it a listen.)  

Men’s Group    
The men’s group will resume on 
Monday, January 9, 2019 at 7 PM. at 
the home of George MacCulloch.  
All men welcome!  

 

Thanks to all who helped make the live 

Nativity a great success!   

Our Ushers and Greeters will now be one 

team serving our congregation.  

 If you have served in the past or 
would like to serve on this team in 
the future, please contact Ray 
Thorne or Barbara Cunane to 
discuss your options and selections. 

 Christmas Bazaar Report  
A small group of people can still do great things in 
the name of Jesus Christ!  On December 3rd, we 
were very blessed to have good weather, enough 
help, and a lot of shoppers, vendors and donations.  
All the right ingredients for another successful 
Christmas Bazaar!  We all should be very proud of 
what was accomplished and also what Audubon 
United Methodist Church represents in our 
community.  There were many well deserved 
compliments from people who attend this event 
year after year. 
Galatians 5:3 says, “Serve one another in love.”  
That is exactly what we did.  People notice.   
Thanking all Victorious Women and the “Man 
power” who made all of this possible.  We will now 
be able to support many missions and some projects 
around the church. 
Thought you would be interested in knowing just 
how well we did:   

Attic Treasures                  $  633.50 
Baked Goods                         586.00 
Baskets                                  564.00 
Café                                       226.70   
Christmas Shoppe                 217.00 
Vendors                                 410.00 

Total for 2016                   2,637.20 
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Blessing Tree Report 
A million thanks to those who opened their hearts to 
others.  Thanks to your generosity 12 local families 
got to witness the joy on their children’s faces on 
Christmas morning.  Not only did we work together 
to bring smiles to the children, but we helped the 
parents, and sometimes grandparents as well.  We 
provided such necessities as warm socks, flannel 
shirts, a coat and such mundane things as soap, 
shampoo and cleaning supplies.  We take many of 
these things for granted, but to the families that 
needed them, they were a blessing.  We would also 
like to thank our helpers Kim Williams and Susan 
Medoro, who doubled our committee this year by 
volunteering to wrap and distribute the gifts.  Those 
acts were a BIG, BIG help to us!  Thank you, thank 
you, thank you!!  We would be remiss without 
thanking Logan Memorial Presbyterian Church for 
taking a good amount of ornaments and 
supplementing our efforts to bring blessings to the 
families.  Lastly, thank you to Bob Kondras and the 
Seekers, who gave up their meeting room (Conover 
Parlor) so we could get everything organized for 
delivery.  Most sincerely, Linda Holonia and Joan 
Windston  

Mission News by Bruce Krout 
On Wednesday, November 9th, Hillary Clinton 
made a wise decision.  Rather than stew about the 
outcome of the election, she took a long hike onto 
the trail through the woods.  This activity allowed 
her to focus on the present by noticing the 
awesomeness of our God-given natural world.  The 
many sights, sounds, and smells she came across 
while hiking allowed her mind to enjoy the present.   

Being in the present, being in the here and now, 
allows are minds to be in a happier place…a more 
peaceful place.  Folks who dwell on the past tend to 
be depressed, while those who constantly worry 
about the future tend to be anxious. 

My 2017 New Year’s resolution is to be more 
prayerful.  I find through daily prayer I’m inviting 
God into my activities which leads to less anxiety, 
worries, and discouragement and more 
peacefulness.  One way to increase prayerfulness is 
to eliminate the busyness of our world.  How 
hurried and distracted we get when spending hours 
focused on television and internet (Facebook, 
texting, Instagram, etc.) activities. Samuel 
Chadwick, an English pastor of 100 years ago, said, 

“Hurry is the death of prayer.”  Imagine what Pastor 
Chadwick would think about our state of prayer 
within our harried lives today. 

Join me in becoming more present-minded and 
prayerful this year.  Consider praying for and 
supporting our Church’s missionaries…Dennis and 

Michelle Craker of the World Gospel Mission 
(Asia), David and Kathy Mannon of International 
Students Inc. (Rutgers North), and Alexandria 

Simpson of Jersey Cru (Stockton, Rowan and 
Camden County).  Contact info for our missionaries 
can be found on the Graisbury Ave. entryway 
Missions bulletin board.  “Peace be with you!” 

John 20:21 

January Birthdays 

3    Holly Fitzgerald 
4    Don Cox 
5    Walt Jesuncosky, III 
5    Bill Laxton 
8    Scott Radley 
9    Don Reiter 
17  Caden Reich 
18  Ruslana Snyder 
22  Joe Fennimore 
26  Elijah Nicholas 
31  Gail Lore 

January Shut-in of the Month    
Jean Stephens 
1109 Schumaker Drive  Apt. 210 
Salisbury, Maryland  21801 

Keep her in your prayers and let her know she is in 

your thoughts by sending a card  

January Communion Offering:  

Ranch Hope 

Those assisting in our ministries for Jan:  

Greeters and Ushers:   

Bob Fonash, Jim Barrett, and Ray Thorne 

Liturgist:  To be announced           

Counters:  Allison and Don Cox and Jean 
Whiteley 

Trustee to open and close church:  

To be announced 
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Prayers – Praise - Thanks 
Numerous prayer requests have been 

mentioned or written on prayer cards. 

Some of them are listed here. Since our newsletter is posted on 

our website, last names are omitted for privacy. Please 

contact the office to update any    requests you may have made 

– either answered prayer or no longer needed.  

Prayer requests from our weekly bulletins 

• Doug J.  • Carol B  • Mary P 
• Crystal • Mary L.         • Mike & Tyler S. 
• Shannon P. • Caitlyn C. • Anne and Joe  
• George G • Peg L             • Carol and Bill B  
• Beverly F (Chris’s mother)  • Theresa and son   
• Ron F            • Ruslana’s father 

Our Friends with Special Needs 
• Jean S.  • Charlie P     •Ginny A 
• Doris K. • Myrtle J.     • Gwen E.  
• Eleanor T.     • Edith W.     • Ed S. 
• Peg L.  • Ronnie W.  • Gerry G.  
• Dan A.          • Bertha H.     
• Bill and Kay R. • Wyone and Bob B. 

Prayer Card Requests 

• Peg and George K for healing and good health 
• Ruslana for continued healing  
• Renewed health for Peg L  
• Prayers for our grandson, BJ and his family  
• My sister Elsie in her fight with Cancer --Helena 
• Paul H that he continues to not smoke --Linda 
• Friend Betsy will find relief from her pain –Peg S 
• Prayers for Peace, Faith and Hope in our country 
• Praise that Jonathan was not hurt in his recent 
  Accident   although his car was totaled—Elaine 
• Prayers for help with financial difficulties and a 
  positive response for disability – Michael 
• Prayers that the tumor in her former student,  
  Arielle disappears permanently; and also for  
  healing for a friend, Aida Mae, recovering from  
  brain surgery –Lindsi 
• Prayers for my sister and family on the loss of her 
  husband – Sarah 
• May those who need Jesus feel His presence. 

Church Staff: 

* Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Walter Jesuncosky, III 
* Admin. Assistant:  Linda Holonia 
* Director of Music:  Mia Reich  
* Organist:  David Reich  
* Pianist:  Jesse Deal    
* Nursery helpers:  Holly F and Emily W 

Church Office email : audubonumc@verizon.net 
Pastor’s email : aumcpastor@verizon.net 
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OFFICERS FOR 2017

 

ADMINISTRATIVE  

Archivists  Bruce Krout, Bob Kondras  
  

Church Council  
Chair           Allison Cox 
Vice-Chair       Bill Simpson 
Secretary     Linda Holonia 
   

Finance  
Chair      Bob Kondras 
Finance Secretary                 Linda Holonia, 
      William Betts, B. Simpson 
Treasurer           Carol Tait 
Memorial Fund Treasurer        Barbara Kondras 
Finance Committee Members:     Barbara Kondras, 
        George MacCulloch, Carol Tait, Trustee  

     Rep., Lay Leader, Mark Van Arnam,  
    Don Canning, Linda Holonia, William Betts  
Lay Leader           Chris Fitzgerald 
Lay Member/Annual Conf.        Carol Tait 
Alternate     Diane Stanley 
Membership Secretary        Lori Ryan 
 

Nominations (Committee on Lay Leadership) 

Chair:       Pastor 
2017 Peg Cheney, Chris Fitzgerald, Bruce Krout 
2018 Ray Thorne, Scott Radley, Lindsi Arcaini 
2019 William Betts, Lois Reiter, Ruslana Snyder 

 

Staff/Parish Relations  
Chair:           Mark Van Arnam 

Lay Member to Conf. is a member, Lay 
Leader is ex-officio. 

2017:  Muriel McCoy, Peg Schnyer, Cheryl Laxton 
2018:  Mark Van Arnam, Carol Fennimore, Karen 
 Lyman-Campling 
2019:  Lindsi Arcaini, Lori Ryan, Jane Gannon 
 

Board of Trustees 

2017: Ruslana Snyder, Bill Makuszewski, Sue 
 Medoro 
2018: Don Cox, Tracy Schnyer, Bob Fonash 
2019: Darlene Fitzgerald, Joe Fennimore, Miles 

 Jesuncosky 

PROGRAM 

College/Military Ministry  Linda Holonia 
 

Christian Education Team 

Director /Sunday School Supt:  Anne Simpson  
Assistant          Amy Switak Kelly 
Members:   Jean Whiteley, Coleen 
  Makuszewski, Carol Jesuncosky,  

Darlene Fitzgerald, William Betts,  
Lori Ryan, Diane Stanley  

VBS Coordinator           To Be Determined  
Scholarship Team:             Linda Holonia, 

Pastor, Christian Ed. Dir., Others as needed 
 
Council of Elders: Peg Cheney, Bob Kondras, 
George MacCulloch, Anne Simpson, Carol Tait, 
Mark Van Arnam, Dan Arcaini, William Betts 
 
Hospitality & Luncheon Coord. Allison Cox 
Missions    Bruce Krout 
UMW/Victorious Women  Cheryl Laxton 
Worship         Chair, Dorothy Groves 
Usher Coordinator  Raymond Thorne 
Greeter Coord. Frank and Barbara Cunane 
Communion Stewards Allison Cox,  Lori 
 Bouch, Lindsi Arcaini, Muriel McCoy, 
 Lauren Fitzgerald, Marissa Whiteley 

Youth Ministry Team         Joe Fennimore 
    CarolJo Fennimore 
 
Italics = new  

 

 


