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Audubon United Methodist Church 
314 Graisbury Avenue, Audubon, NJ  08106 

www.audubonumc.com    856-547-6114 

January, 2015 Newsletter 

 
Sunday Worship Opportunities: 

9:00 AM   Contemporary Service 
9:00 AM   Church School for all ages 
10:30 AM Traditional Service 

From the Pastor:   

“Where there is no vision, the people perish…”  

                                          Proverbs 29:18a KJV                                                                                                                             

It is a challenging time to be the Church of Jesus 
Christ.  Things are changing all around us. Church 
is not a priority, even among many of the “church 
inclined.”  The not-yet-churched look at many 

Christians, shake their heads 
and move on.  If Jesus followers 
take a casual approach to the 
faith, those outside the faith 
figure it must not be worth the 
effort. That doesn’t mean we no 
longer care about people 
meeting Jesus. The sad truth is 
many of the cherished practices, 

programs and ideas that have worked to bring 
people to Jesus Christ and to his are no longer 
effective. A Presbyterian pastor friend of mine, in 
ministry as long as me, recently told me he’s had it 
with pastoral ministry.  He’s leaving his church, 
taking early retirement, and moving to a retirement 
village to be the part time chaplain.  Looking at  
today’s world and church and the change that has 
redefined what it means to be in ministry, he said to 
me, “This is not what I signed up for.”  I feel his 
pain. I bet some of you do, too.  I’ve been a pastor 
for 38 years (36 years in ordained ministry) and as I 
look back on what the church used to be and what it 
meant to be a pastor “back in the day” for the most 
part I agree with my pastor friend. 

The difference is I’m not ready to “pack it in.”  I 
remember when all the world and the church around 
me are changing, one thing remains constant…  
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and  
 (The pastor’s message is continued on page 3) 

Our Doors are always open! 
Our Church Building is Handicap 

Accessible. 

Elevator access to the sanctuary  
and the lower level can be  
found on the Graisbury Ave. side entrance.  
Handicapped parking is available on 
Graisbury and also in the rear of the 
church house. 

The January  Newsletter is presented by 

George and Estelle MacCulloch. 

Meetings and Events 

Jan. 4       Trustee Mtg following 2nd service 
Jan. 10     9:30 AM Conover Parlor 
                Brainstorm Session - ALL are invited to 
                participate and dream! 
Jan. 13     7:30 PM Church Council  
Jan. 14     Deadline for February Newsletter -send 
                to Marilyn Radley  smradley@verizon.net           
Jan. 20     7:00 PM Trustees meeting 

Weekly Meetings: 

Mondays:  Seekers (7-8 PM) Conover Parlor 

AA (7:30-8:30 PM) Adult Assembly Room 
Wednesdays:  Chancel Choir (7:30–9 PM) Sanctuary 

Sundays:  
 Youth Group (6 pm) 2nd Floor  Grades 6-12 

Church Office Hours  

Monday  9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Wednesday  9:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Friday  9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 

We all appreciate your Christmas gifts of love and 
want to say thank you.  It is our privilege to serve 

our church and our God.  WaltWaltWaltWalt, Jane, LoriLoriLoriLori, LynLynLynLyn, 

David, Jesse, and Ashley 

Sunday School for all ages at 9 AM 

Children meet in the Hoffman Room 
Seekers (men and women) meet in Conover Parlor 
Fidelis Class (women) meets in the Chapel 
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Victorious Women - UMW 

A Successful Bazaar 
Congratulations to all who helped make this year's 
Bazaar a wonderful event.  Despite the damp day 
and leaky roof, the pleasant atmosphere and 
Christmas spirit among us was catchy.  Thought 
you might enjoy these numbers.  

 $  308.40 Attic Treasures            

     306.65     Cafe' 
     390.50     Christmas Shoppe 
     771.65     Baked Goods 
 +  377.00     Baskets    
$2,154.20      
     190.00     Joan's Baked Goods 
 +  380.00     Vendors 
$2,724.20 
-    118.45     Expenses paid out for the cafe' and harpist                    

$2,605.75     Grand Total Profits 

Don't forget these proceeds help fund the budget of 
the UMW--Victorious Women.  The budget covers 
our donations to many groups, projects here at our 
church, and Victorious Women programs.  This 
profitable day was made possible not only by the 
women of our church, but help from many of our 
men, and especially from "HIM", our main man.  
Thanks to you all.   

Upcoming Breakfast and program  
Saturday, March 14, 2015  8:30- 10:00 AM 

Barbara Drake will share "The Challenge of the 
Cross" using her mother's cross collection to 
demonstrate the variety of styles of crosses and 
materials used to make crosses.  The presentation 
will focus on the meaning of the cross for our lives 
as individual Christians and as United Methodist 
Women. 
Barbara is President of United Methodist Women 
for Eastern Pennsylvania Conference and for her 
church, Union UMC in Havertown.  She has retired 
from her nursing career at Methodist Hospital and is 
serving as Parish Nurse at her church. 

Spring Ladies Day at America’s Keswick 
Wednesday, May 13, 2015 

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM, doors open at 8:00 AM 

Speaker: Liz Curtis Higgs, is back!  
Registration: $22 per person 

Includes 3 sessions, continental 

breakfast, and gourmet boxed lunch.  
Call today and order your tickets!  
800.453.7942 Or purchase your tickets online at: 
http://www.americaskeswick.org/ 
If you have any questions, see Lyn Radley 

Angel Tree 

This year we provided 
Christmas gifts for 13 
families, some of whom 
would have had absolutely 
nothing had it not been for 
your kind-heartedness.   
Thank you everyone who 
participated. I want to share 
a letter that one grandmom enclosed with the 
information we requested in order to provide for 
them. It reads: "Your letter and generosity brought 
tears to my eyes and warmth to my heart. These 
girls have had a rough start in life and since I took 
custody has been a little hard but everyone's 
kindness has been overwhelming and totally 
appreciated. The person that recommended our 
family deserves a gift more than most! May God 
bless you all during the holidays and always!  My 
prayers and sincere thanks."  I wish you could each 
see the thankfulness and, in some cases, tears that 
many of the parents who pick up their packages 
share with us.  This project truly is spreading the 
true meaning of love and giving during the 
Christmas season, and again, I thank you all.  That 
having been said, if you wanted to but were unable 
to take part, it is not too late. Victorious Women 
(UMW) budgeted $200 for this mission, but we 
spent closer to $400 to purchase gifts for those 
whose ornaments were not taken.  If you would like 
to help, please give your contribution (checks 
should be payable to Audubon United Methodist 
Women) to Linda Holonia or Joan Windston, or 
send to the church office, noting that it is for the 
Angel Tree.  Have a wonderful New Year!! 

Upper Room Devotional Books 

The Jan/Feb issue of the Upper Room is available at 
the wall mounted display by the Graisbury Ave. 
door.  Pick one up on your way out. 
It’s great to start you day with a short devotional! 
They come in regular and large print editions. 

Newsletter Sponsors Needed 

The Newsletters can be seen at any time on our 
website www.audubonumc.com  There is some 
expense in printing a limited number for the 
Narthex and mailing them to our shut-ins.  Please 
call the church office (547-6114) to sponsor a 
newsletter. The cost is $10 for each month. 
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(Continued - pastor’s message from page 1) 

forever,” Hebrews 13:8.  Nobody said this was 
going to be easy. But it is important.  We are talking 
about a world desperately in need of God’s Love 
through Jesus Christ.  We are talking about a 
Church that is not sure what the future holds.  All 
around us churches are closing.  Unlike the old, 
white clapped board chapels in the pines that have 
long since been abandoned, we are talking about 
churches in communities surrounded by people of 
all ages and walks of life.  They need Jesus; they 
need to know we Christians care about them.  The 
task ahead is daunting, but not impossible. 

So how do we reach the “not yet churched” of our 
community in a world and society that says church 
is irrelevant?  Doing the same things we did back in 
the “good old days” obviously isn’t working.  
Albert Einstein said the definition of insanity is 
“doing the same thing over and over again and 
expecting different results.”  SO LET’S TRY 
SOMETHING NEW!  I would like to invite all our 
members to a special “Brainstorm Session” on 
Saturday, January 10th, 9:30 am in Conover Parlor.  
Audubon UMC needs your ideas, input and prayers.  
It is entirely possible you might have an idea that 
will make a real difference in our ministry together.  
Please make the effort to help us move the church 
ahead by coming and sharing what God has laid on 
your heart to help his church bring folks to Jesus 
and thrive.  Remember, the church is more than 
bishops, superintendents, pastors and officials.  The 
church is the people of God and we have wonderful 
news for the world.  I hope we have so many people 
attend our Brainstorm Session that we have to move 
into the Sanctuary!  I look forward to seeing you on 
January 10th (and so does the Lord!) 

Pastor WaltPastor WaltPastor WaltPastor Walt  

It’s a Little Thing that Means so Much! 
Are you planning to visit a shut-in 
or a member of the church family 
who is ill?  If so, would you 
consider taking one of the flower 
arrangements from the altar on 
Sunday morning?  The person 
sponsoring an arrangement often 
would like the flowers for 

themselves or a family member, but frequently they 
are available for a shut-in or one who is ill.  If you 
would like to deliver a flower arrangement anytime, 
please contact Dorothy Groves before the service. 

Meet our new Director of Music -- 

Mia Reich  Her name may sound familiar to you.  

Mia is the wife of David Reich our organist.  Mia 

has extensive experience with choirs at St. Rose and 

other local musical groups.  She has worked also 

with the Chancel Choir on several occasions when 

Marilyn was unavailable for rehearsals. The choir is 

looking forward to working with her as she joins the 

music ministry team at AUMC.  Please make sure 

to greet her and make her feel welcome.   

Be an Usher! 
Indoor work! No heavy lifting! About an hour a 
week, three months a year. Pay: The gratitude of a 
grateful church. Benefits: Meeting nice people. 
Openings now for 2015. Contact Ray Thorne, 
rct21880@yahoo.com.      

Stained Glass Window Project 

We are still collecting for the Stained 
Glass Window Repair project.  We 
need about $2500 for the next set of 
windows to be repaired.  If  interested, 
please clearly mark your donation,  

“Stained Glass Window Repair” 

Legal Notification... The Board of Trustees of 

Audubon United Methodist Church will hold its 
re-organizational meeting on Sunday, January 4th at 
approximately Noon in the Conover Parlor.  The 
Board of Trustees is a legal corporation according 
to the laws of the State of New Jersey and must 
hold annual elections in conformity with the rules of 
the United Methodist Church.  If you are a member 
of the Trustees please be present at the meeting. 
 Only elected members of the Trustees may 
attend...the pastor presiding until elections are held. 

 
People who say it cannot be done, should 
not interrupt those who are doing it! 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON 

NOMINATIONS 

OFFICERS FOR 2015 

Italics = new 

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Archivist       Bruce Krout, Bob Kondras 
Church Council Chair       Kimberly Williams 
Church Council Vice-Chair     Bill Simpson 
Church Council Secretary   Linda Holonia 

Finance 

Finance Chair       Bob Kondras 
Financial Secretary  Linda Holonia  

 Assistants:        William Betts, Bill Simpson  
Treasurer           Carol Tait 
Memorial Fund Treasurer         Barbara Kondras 
Finance Committee Members 
Sandy Albrecht, Barbara Kondras, Carol Tait, 
George MacCulloch, Trustee Representative, Lay 
Leader Mark Van Arnam, Don Canning, Linda 

Holonia, William Betts  

Lay Leader    William Betts 

Lay Member to Annual Conference      Carol Tait 
Alternate    Jim Hofbauer 

Membership Secretary         Lori Ryan 

Nominations (Committee on Lay Leadership) 
Chair: Pastor 
2015:  Frank Cunane, Barb Hertfelder, Lois Reiter 
2016: Judy Harvey, Carol Jo Fennimore, Elaine 
Soulliard 
2017: Peg Cheney, Chris Fitzgerald, Bruce Krout 

Staff Parish Relations 

Chair: Mark Van Arnam. Lay Member to 
Conference is a member; Lay Leader is ex-officio.  
2015:  Mark Van Arnam, Allison Cox, Bruce Krout  
2016:  Linda Holonia, Joan Windston, Raymond 
Thorne 
2017:  Sam Arcaini, Peg Schnyer, Cheryl Laxton 

Board of Trustees 

2015:  Don Cox, Tracy Schnyer, Bob Fonash 
2016:  Darlene Fitzgerald, Joe Fennimore, Miles 

Jesuncosky 
2017:  Ruslana Snyder, Bill Makuszewski, Sue 

Medoro 

 

 

PROGRAM 

College & Military Ministry  Linda Holonia 

Christian Education Team 

Director /Sunday School Supt:           Anne Simpson 
            Assistant:                  Lori Ryan 

Members:  Jean Whiteley, Colleen Makuszewski, 
Carol Jesuncosky, Darlene Fitzgerald, William 
Betts, Lori Ryan, Diane Stanley  

VBS Coordinator   Elaine Soulliard, Sue Medoro, 
Eleanor Hofbauer  

Scholarship Team Linda Holonia, Pastor, Christian 
Ed Director, others as needed 

Church and Society Chair: Bob Kondras 
Members:  Seekers Class 

Council of Elders 

Peg Cheney, Bob Kondras, George MacCulloch, 
Anne Simpson, Carol Tait, Barry Zane, Mark Van 
Arnam, Dan Arcaini 

Hospitality & Luncheon Coordinator

 Ruslana Snyder 

Missions and Outreach Chair  Chris Stanley 

UMW President   Cheryl Laxton 

Worship 

Chair                 Dorothy Groves 
Usher Coordinator          Raymond Thorne 
Greeter Coordinator       Frank and Barbara Cunane 
Communion Stewards:  Allison Cox, Karen 
Hoffman, Lori Bouch, Lindsi Arcaini 
Youth Ministry Team  Joe Fennimore 

UMYF President  

(ALL OFFICERS are members of the church 
council) 

Effective January 1, 2015 
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Prayers – Praise - Thanks 

Numerous prayer requests have been mentioned or 
written on prayer cards. Some of them are listed 
here. Since our newsletter is posted on our website, 
last names are omitted for privacy. 

Prayer requests from our weekly bulletins 

• Doug J. (Ef’s brother) 
• Mike & Tyler S. 
• Shannon P.(Fitzgerald’s niece) 
• Beverly F (Chris’s mother) 
• Tom J. (George MacCulloch’s friend) 
• Kathleen B (George MacCulloch’s cousin) 
• Anne (Barbara Hertfelder’s neighbor) 
• John T. (George MacCulloch’s cousin) 
• Danielle and Samantha (in prison) - Kim  
• Nancy E. (friend of Sarah Gibbons) 
• Carol and Bill B (friends of Dorothy Groves) 
• Carol B (friend of Dorothy Groves) 
• Dorothy H/S (friend of Kim Williams) 
• Phil S (Carol F) 
• Allison K 

Our Friends with Special Needs 
• Norma A.  • Bill and Kay R.  
• Jean S.   • Wyone and Bob B. 
• Florence W.  • Jim T. 
• Gwen W.  • Gwen E. 
• Edith W.  • Ed S. 
• Peg L.   • Marge and Emmett W. 
• Gerry G.  • Tara (Don’s daughter) 
• Dan A 

Prayer Card Requests 

• Andy and Barb B, for continued healing  -- 
   Kondras Family 
• Gerry G’s mother 
• Pearl as her cancer has returned 
• Rebekah for housing and the custody hearing 
• Customer’s daughter struggling with addiction 
• Baby Hayden admitted to hospital with breathing 
  difficulties 
• Gerry G. may need additional surgery 
• Anne and Bill S at the passing of her father 
• A friend’s nephew Wally C  -Sandy A 

Praise 

• Katie V. is doing well! 
• Debbie’s successful surgery 

Please contact the office to update any requests 

you may have made – either answered prayer or no 

longer needed. 

January Shut-in of the Month 

Gerry Gosk 
Pewter Village  
746 Taylor Avenue 
Collingswood, NJ  08108 

Please keep her in your prayers and let her know 
she is in your thoughts by sending a card.   

January Birthdays 

 3    Holly Fitzgerald 
5    Walt Jesuncosky, III 
8    Scott Radley 
18  Ruslana Snyder 
22  Joe Fennimore 
29  John Soulliard   
29  Matt Soulliard 
31  Gail Lore 

If you or your family members have not been included in 

this past year’s list of birthdays and anniversaries, 

please contact the church office or Marilyn Radley 
(smradley@verizon.net ) 

January Communion Offering 

Ranch Hope 

January Greeters: 

Ray Thorne, Mark Van Arnam 

January Ushers: 

Bob Fonash, Jim Barrett, 

Ray Thorne, Mark Van Arnam 

January Liturgist: 

Dorothy Groves 

January Counters: 

Barbara Hertfelder 

Sue Medoro, Ray Thorne 

Church Staff: 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Walter Jesuncosky, III 
Administrative Assistant:  Jane Gannon 
Director of Music:  Mia Reich 
Organist:  David Reich 
Pianist:  Jesse Deal 
Nursery:  Ashley Schnyer 

 

Change of address for our Directory: 

Khaled and Cathy Akram-Wade 

262 James Street, Mt. Ephraim, NJ 08059 


