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Audubon United Methodist Church 
314 Graisbury Avenue, Audubon, NJ  08106 

www.audubonumc.com    856-547-6114 

 February, 2017 Newsletter 
 

Sunday Worship Opportunities: 

9:00 A.M.   Contemporary Service 
9:00 A.M.   Church School for all ages 
10:30 A.M. Traditional Service 

From the Pastor: “Jesus is Missing!” 

“We know that all things work together for good for 

those who love God, who are called according to his 

purpose.” Romans 8:28 NRSV 

By now most of you know that Jesus is missing. 
The Baby Jesus figure from Audubon UMC’s 
outdoor Crèche was stolen.  Neighbors report seeing 

youths messing around the 
display.  The discovery was made 
by one of our members and Jesus’ 
disappearance was reported to 
Audubon Police and has been 
posted on social media.  I can’t 
imagine someone stealing Baby 
Jesus from a church.  I think I 
would have expected “Divine 
Retribution” for such behavior 

when I was young. But we live in “interesting 
times” when religion and the sacred have less 
impact on people. It never ceases to amaze me how 
few millennials have ever darkened the door of a 
house of worship (not even to be baptized as 
babies). People of faith seem like aliens from space 
to many of them. Churches are haunted relics of the 
past (yes, I’ve been told by kids our church is 
haunted) and our building is no different from a 
business or a barn.  I suppose we should not be 
surprised when we find mischief occurring on our 
church property (alcohol, drugs, romance, and 
vandalism to name a few).  Now Jesus has gone 
missing. 
 We can fuss and fume about our loss, but let’s also 
remember God’s promise “All things work 
together…”  Where’s the good in this?  First, Jesus 
is still with us.  We lost a Crèche figure, but Jesus is  

  (The pastor’s message is continued on page 3) 

Our Doors are always open! 
Our Church Building is Handicap 

Accessible.  Elevator access to the 

sanctuary and the lower level can be 

found on the Graisbury Ave. 

side entrance. Handicapped 

parking is available on 

Graisbury and also in the rear 

of the church house. 

The January Newsletter is sponsored by Joan 

Windston in honor of UMW. 

Meetings and Events 
Feb. 12   District Day of Learning – Pitman UMC 
Feb. 14   Church Council-Conover Parlor 7:30 P.M. 
Feb. 19   UMW -- Victorious Women Luncheon 
            &Deadline for March Newsletter–send to 

               Marilyn Radley at smradley@verizon.net  

Feb. 21   Trustees meeting  

Weekly Meetings: 

Sundays:   Youth group 6 PM 

       Bell Choir following church  
Mondays:  Men’s Group 7 P.M. at MacCulloch’s 

                   Seekers (7-8 P.M.) Conover Parlor 
                   AA (7:30-8:30 P.M.) Adult Assembly  
Wednesdays: Chancel Choir Rehearsal 7:30-9 P.M. 
Thursdays: Ladies’ Bible Study-Parsonage 7 P.M. 

Church Office Hours  
Monday & Wed. 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM 
Friday   10:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

       

       The best Valentine’s gift EVER 

       
 
        For God so loved the world that he  
            gave his one and only Son, that  
           whoever believes in Him shall not  
                perish but have eternal life.   
                For God did not send his Son  
                   into the world to condemn  
                        the world, but to save  
                           the world through  
                                   Him. 
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Supper Club will return on Ash 
Wednesday, March 1.  The evening 
will start with a shared meal and will 
be followed with a study and 
discussion.  Everyone in invited! 

2017 faith Promises (Pledges to support 

AUMC)   
Have you made a promise to support AUMC 
through your gifts, financial and otherwise?  Are 
you aware that if you made a faith promise in 2016, 
it does not carry over into 2017?  The church plans 
its programs and events based on the expected 
income from your donations.  So, if you have not 
yet done so, please pray about supporting our 
church in 2017.  Forms are available near the coffee  
station.  If you have any questions about giving to 
AUMC, please see Linda Holonia or William Betts. 

Electronic Giving  

Never worry about forgetting your envelope again!  
The Vanco Services Electronic Giving Form has 
been updated.  Whether you currently give 
electronically or would like to begin, you have a 
number of choices.  You can designate your 
offering to any of the following funds and you can 
choose the weekly, semi-monthly or monthly 
options. 

• Tithes & Offerings     • Repairs and Maintenance 
• Advent Offering     • Christmas Offering 
• Lenten Offering     • Easter Offering 
• Thanksgiving Offering   
• United Methodist Women 
• AUMC Walker/Bowen Scholarship Fund 
• Stephen Betts Scholarship Fund 
• Capital Improvements/Major Repairs Fund 
• Shared Ministry/Missions  • A Future With Hope.  

If you would like to update your electronic giving 
choices or begin electronic giving, complete the 
form, enclose it in an envelope and place it in the 
blue Treasurer's folder in the Narthex. 

Altar Flower Sponsors Needed 
•  One arrangement is needed for April 30, 
May 7, May 21, July 16, July 23; July 30, 
August 20, and Dec. 31. 
• Two arrangements are needed for June 

11, June 25, and Nov. 26. 
Please let the office know if you would like to 
sponsor one of these weeks.  The cost for each 
arrangement is $14.50. 

Pastor’s Snow Policy   
Church services will be held on 
snow days as long as the Pastor 
can walk from the parsonage to 
the church.  Please use your 
common sense when venturing outdoors.  If access 
to the building is difficult, we will only hole the 
10:30 am service to allow for snow removal.  Check 
the website or Facebook for updates.  If the 
municipal and state authorities call a snow 
emergency, all services and meetings will be 
cancelled. 

Mission News by Bruce Krout 
What is Christian Missions you might ask?  The 
United Methodist Church has developed some 
guidance to that question through the Cokesbury 
Guidelines and “Missions-Reaching the World”.  In 
the Mission Guideline it states, “The mission of the 
United Methodist Church is to make disciples of 
Jesus Christ”.  
 I think many folks mistakenly believe that Missions 
is the sharing of Christ with the “lost souls” of 
foreign lands.  Perhaps this thinking comes from 
Christ commanding the disciples in Matthew 28:19-
20 (NIV):  19 Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.”  Christian missions are 
not limited to overseas ministry. 

Fortunately, our A.U.M.C. family recognizes and 

supports mission projects within our community, 

state, nation, plus internationally.   

While believers should faithfully support those who 
go to the “unreached” in faraway lands, all 
Christians have the personal mission to share Christ 
in their world with family, friends, coworkers, and 
the community.   Surely, you want these friends and 
loved ones to join us in finding truth and direction 
now and for all time.  Pursue their thoughts and 
ideas.  Find out what their Christian obstacles are.  
Intelligent and thoughtful responses are easily 
obtained starting with Pastor Walt and your 
knowledgeable Church family members.  Inspiring 
information is at our fingertips via the Web and in 
print.  Jesus has provided us with an R.S.V.P.  We 
don’t want any regrets. 
 Sharing God’s word and love (food & shelter), 
however we can, is our mission. 
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(Continued - pastor’s message from page 1)  
still here.  He is in our hearts if we have trusted in 
him for salvation. No one can take him away. 
Second, we can use this opportunity to bring folks 
together.  I have heard a sense of outrage from folks 
who do not normally worry about church affairs, 
even from outside the fellowship. Support and love 
from the community is appreciated.  Please thank 
folks for their concern.  Third, this theft of Baby 
Jesus gives us an opportunity to respond in a 
Christian manner. We are not organizing a lynch 
mob or shouting words of hate and vengeance. The 
first response I got from a church member was the 
correct one… pray for the person(s) responsible. 
What a Christian idea! And finally, we have learned 
Baby Jesus is replaceable.  We are able to purchase 
a new Jesus figure as well as replace our broken 
Nativity figures, even add an angel which we did 
not purchase initially. People have already 
volunteered to donate towards the replacement.  

Symbolically, I know a lot of people who need to 
replace a “baby Jesus” mentality for a mature Christ 
in their lives and faith. The cute, quaint Nativity 
Story is beautiful, but it must continue on through 
the rest of Jesus life and ministry… to the cross…to 
the Empty tomb. Let’s use the theft of the main 
Nativity figure as a teachable moment as we allow 
God to use it for good in our lives and the life of our 
church. In the not too distant future there will even 
be a Second Coming of Jesus (both the figure and 
the Risen Christ). We will dedicate Baby Jesus in a 
service and we will pray for those who made it 
necessary to replace him. We’ll also praise God for 
an opportunity to witness, once again, how “All 
things work together for good for those who love 
God.”  Oh, and we’ll also add a security camera for 

next Christmas!                        Pastor WaltPastor WaltPastor WaltPastor Walt    

Men’s Group meets on 
Mondays at 7 PM. at the home of 
George MacCulloch. All men are 
welcome!  

Women’s Study New Testament  

The Story continues. Each week we are 
challenged to see God’s Story woven 
throughout the narratives. The study is 
led Carol Jesuncosky and held at the 
parsonage on Thursday evenings at 7 

PM. Please join us for the study, 
refreshments and fellowship.   

Small Group Bible Study--Digging Deeper 

Feb. 26- Apr. 2 Downstairs Sundays at 9am 

“Is This The End?”  Bible Study by David 
Jeremiah, well known author and radio broadcaster 

of inspirational devotions. "People are 
trying to understand the crises erupting 
all around us from terrorism to natural 
disasters to political upheavals. Dr. 
Jeremiah focuses on developments that 
signal a significant shift in moral, 
spiritual, and political landscape of the 

United States."  We will be discussing a new topic 
each week with Scripture passage references and 
application to our daily lives. 
This study is difficult for some to comprehend but 
we will be looking for signs of God's Providence in 
a Disturbing New World. 
Every Sunday's bulletin will have our topic for the 
following week. Our 1st Sunday will be "The Age 
of  Anything Goes" our culture today. Hope you 
will join us,  Anne Simpson, Leader. 

District Day of Learning Sun. Feb. 12 
“Reclaiming your Passion for Ministry,”  at the 
Pitman United Methodist Church on Thursday, 
February 9th.  Workshops will be held from 1:45 
until 5:45 pm.  

UMW Victorious Women save these dates   

Luncheon Meeting Feb. 19 following the 
10:30 AM service.  Join us for a delicious lunch and 
fellowship.  Bring your favorite apron, and hear our 
guest speaker Allison Cox as she shares some of her 
culinary skills and tips for purposeful meal 
preparation.  

Women’s Retreat with Westmont United 

Methodist Church ladies.  April 28
th

 -30
th 

Will be held at the Double Tree Resort Lancaster.  
Our theme this year is “The Mary and Martha 

within us” based  on Luke 10:38-42.  Registration 
forms are due March 5, 2017.   
See Linda Holonia for forms and additional info. 

Spring Ladies Day at America’s Keswick 

Wednesday, May 10, 2017.  The speaker is Susie 

Larson.  Susie is a radio host, author and national 

speaker. She hosts her own daily live talk show, 

Live the Promise with Susie Larson.  Group tickets 

are $22 and include a boxed lunch.  See Lyn Radley 

if you are interested. 
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Stephen Ministry  An introductory workshop 
will  be held at Haddonfield UMC on Sat. Feb. 25 
from 9-12 noon.  Learn about the ministry and how 
lay people can be equipped to minister to hurting 
people in an effective and Biblical way.  See Bruce 
Krout or the office to learn more. 

February Shut-in of the Month    
Myrtle Jones 
1056 S. Black Horse Pike  Apt. D-4 
Williamstown, NJ  08094 

Keep her in your prayers and let her 

know she is in your thoughts by      

sending a card  

February Birthdays 

5    Barbara Hertfelder 
6    Chris Stanley 
6    Alexa Campling 
18  Christian Reich 
19  George MacCulloch 
23  Lori Ryan 
25  Christy Schnyer 

February Anniversaries 

7    Cheryl and Bill Laxton 

February Communion Offering:  

Ranch Hope 

Those assisting in our ministries for Feb:  

Greeters and Ushers:  Dan and Lindsi Arcaini, 
Sam Arcaini and Chris Fitzgerald 

Liturgist:  William Betz           

Counters:  Jane Gannon, Barbara and Frank 
Cunane 

Trustee to open and close church:  

Bill Makuszewski 

Prayers – Praise - Thanks 
Numerous prayer requests have been 

mentioned or written on prayer cards. Some 

of them are listed here. Since our newsletter 

is posted on our website, last names are 

omitted for privacy. Please contact the office to update any    

requests you may have made – either answered prayer or no 

longer needed.  

Prayer requests from our weekly bulletins 

• Doug J.  • Carol B  • Mary P 
• Crystal • Mary L.         • Mike & Tyler S. 

• Shannon P. • Caitlyn C. • Anne and Joe  
• George G • Peg L             • Carol and Bill B  
• Beverly F (Chris’s mother)  • Theresa and son   
• Ron F            • Ruslana’s father 

Our Friends with Special Needs 
• Jean S.  • Charlie P     •Ginny A 
• Doris K. • Myrtle J.     • Gwen E.  
• Eleanor T.     • Edith W.     • Ed S. 
• Peg L.  • Ronnie W.  • Gerry G.  
• Dan A.          • Bertha H.    • Wyone and Bob B. 

Prayer Card Requests 

• My sisters, Elsie, Bobbi and their health issues 
• Amy McD, her daughter Jaclyn and Amy’s dad 
  for healing  
• My sister - Ellen  
• Prayers for our grandson, BJ and his family  
• Paul H that he continues to not smoke --Linda 
• Friend Betsy will find relief from her pain –Peg S 
• Prayers for Peace, Faith and Hope in our country 
• Prayers for Dennis H and healing of cancer; 
  strength for his wife Tracey.  -Peg and Tracy 
• Prayers for help with financial difficulties and a 
  positive response for disability – Michael 
• Elijah for strength in difficult times. 
• My niece Katie and family for strength --Linda 
•Two of our long-time members passed away 
  recently.  Please pray for the families of:  
  Bertha Hand and Kay Rittmayer  

Praises 

• Thank you for the cards, phone calls, and prayers 
  during my recent hospital   stay, 
  and to Pastor Walt for his visit. 
  I appreciated seeing my name in  
  the   bulletin last week as one of the individuals to 
  pray for.  Prayer is so powerful!  I know I have a    
  wonderful church family!           Dorothy Groves 

 

Church Staff: 

* Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Walter Jesuncosky, III 
* Admin. Assistant:  Linda Holonia 
* Director of Music:  Mia Reich  
* Organist:  David Reich  
* Pianist:  Jesse Deal    
* Nursery helpers:  Holly F and Emily W 

       Church Office email : audubonumc@verizon.net 
      Pastor’s email : aumcpastor@verizon.net
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